The History
of the tug
Cruden Bay

Built:- . W. Jarvis of Anstruther
Period in Fowey:- 3rd May 1923 - 1924
Sold to:- W.J.Reynolds,Torpoint
Broken up :- 1928

Name of Vessel
in Fowey

Cruden Bay

The Cruden Bay was built as a wooden steam trawler for a T. Davidson who
owned a number of trawlers in 1889. She was 96ft in length had a beam of
20ft 3” and a draft of 10 ft 7ins. With a GRT of 124.69 tons her reg official
number was 108699. W. Jarvis of Anstruther built her and installed an
engine built by J.Cran & Co.the engine was a 47 H.P 2 cylinder 16" x 30 x20.
J.Cran & Co Shipbuilders and Engineers from 1894 to 1903 before
becoming the firm of Cran & Somerville. Cran & Somerville shipbuilders
Ltd, was yet another of the famous Leith Shipyards in operation from 1894
to 1926 when they were taken over by the Henry Robb yard a couple of
years later. Cran & Somerville were very well known builders of Tugs.
It is recorded that Cruden Bay was converted from a steam trawler in 1912
Cruden Bay was requisitioned then purchased by the admiralty for the 1914
war on 4/8/1914 as a unarmed boarding tug (N58) with the Downs Boarding
Flotilla based in Ramsgaqte until 25/5/1919 and she remained in service as
a water boat (N30) until 14-01-1920 Others were, Carcass,Ceylon, Chester,
Codfish.
She was acquired by the Fowey Tug & Salvage Co, Henry Paul of Fowey
then bought her and she was registered in Fowey on 3rd May 1923.

In the Entrance to Pont Pill.
Seen here loading boats to take to Plymouth Regatta.Cruden Bay used to
act as escort for Troys and other boats to and from Plymouth

Seen here at south end of Wisemans Reach at the opening of No 8 jetty

On Wednesday1st December 1920, Cruden Bay and Gallant went to
tow the Capitaine Remy into Fowey. Built in 1918 she was 2144 gross
tons, 1583, 100 deadweight tons, and had a 900 HP, 2 steam
machines.She had been built by the Foundation Construction Co.
Shipyard, Portland, Oregon. Hull No. 306.
She was on passage from Barry, Wales to Nantes with a cargo of
coal.She sprung a leak and the crew abandoned ship. The Capitaine
Remy capsized 10 nm off the Lizard on November 29th 1920 and
drifted up channel.
failed towed up a beach near Polkerris where his rig was removed to
improve its hull. The wreckage was several years in the St Austell Bay
before being towed for demolition in Fowey.
She was bottom up 7 miles off the harbour. She was on passage from
Barry to Nantes with coal. She was in Par bay by 9pm. Salvage work
continued until to 20th December.

She was sold to W.J.Reynolds, Torpoint in 1924 for spares and she was
registered as broken up in 1928 with most parts gone by 1931, The remains
of the wooden hull were left in the Timber Pond, Torpoint.
The following information can be found on the Historic ships website
I found the ‘Cruden Bay’ lying about 20 yards up from the ‘Master Hand’ in
Timber Pond. Not much of her left. A little further up there was a boat yard,

were I found the hopper barge ‘Fowey No 2’. At this boat yard I was talking to
the owners of the sister ship to the ‘Master Hand’. I asked them if they knew
the name of the timber keel lying just in front of the ‘Master Hand’. They said
they did not but they knew who owned it at one time. A Mr. Reynolds of
Torpoint.
At home I looked up the name of Reynolds in the Phone Book and there was
only one living at Torpoint. So I took a chance and phoned him up. So it so
happened he was the owner and he said that it was an old wooden tug left there
when he was a boy in 1920. His father put her there to take bits of to repair his
other tugs. At first Mr. Reynolds called the old tug the ‘Lillyput’.
Later on he changed it to the ‘Cruden Bay’.
A few weeks later I was talking to him about the ‘Fowey No 2’ and I asked him
again about the old wooden tug in Timber and he said it was defiantly called
the ‘Cruden Bay’.
As pictured in 2006.

http://www.historic-shipping.co.uk/hulks/Cruden%20Bay.html
http://historic-shipping.co.uk/hulks/Found.html

Name of Vessel
in Fowey
Built for

Year Built

Cruden Bay

Thos. Davidson, Aberdeen,

1889

Official
Number

108699

G.R.T.

124.69

Length

Beam

Draft

96’

20’3”

10’7”

Builders

Dimensions

Engines

47 H.P 2 cylinder 16" x 30 x20
Cran and Co, Leith

Bollard pull

Was a converted steam trawler reg 1912

History Before Coming to Fowey

Owners in Fowey

History on Leaving Fowey

Year
1914

Admiralty based
Ramsgate

1920
3rd May
1923

Henry Paul
Registered in Fowey

1924

W.J.Reynolds, Torpoint

1928

Broken up

GRA/21/6 1920
These documents are held at Cornwall Record Office
Contents:
Supplementary statement by master of tug "Cruden Bay" concerning
collision with destroyers in Plymouth Sound

VOYAGES OF THE TUG CRUDEN BAY
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Built by
W. Jarvis,
Anstruther
1889

With Admiralty
1914 1919/20
Broken up Plymouth
1928
Fowey
1920 to 1924

