Brigantine Gudrun
	Vessel Name
	Official Number
	Signal letters
	Rig /Type 
	Where built
	Builder
	Year built
	Year end
	reg tons

	GUDRUN
	86186
	WLMN
	 Brigantine 
	Varazze, Italy
	 
	1874
	1892
	228

	  OWNERS/ MANAGERS/REGISTRATION DETAILS
	Notes
	MASTERS

	1885 John E Hocken, Polruan 1889 George Henry Bate, Fowey(MO)
	LOA 115.3 X 25.1 x 12.5ft . Registered in Liverpool 22nd June 1884. 15th March 1892 wrecked on the Shingle off Yarmouth Isle of Wight, in heavy weather. Wreckage strewn all over the beach and The Totland lifeboat unsuccessfully endeavoured to save the crew, all of whom, believed to number ten, were drowned. four bodies picked up. She had been on passage from Fowey to Leith with cargo of china clay.
	Slade 1888                              Crews 1890                        Alexander MacGarell 1892
MCGAREL Alexander L of Belfast (Master Mariner, Capt of Gudrun) Drowned
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Wreck of the Brigantine “Gudrun”
238 tons register ship of Fowey in Cornwall, laden with china clay and bound for Leith, floundered on the shingles off Totland Bay with the loss of her crew.

Names listed in order of mention in the County Press report 19 Mar 1892.

MCGAULEY Capt (Commander Yarmouth Coastguards)
MCGAREL Alexander L of Belfast (Master Mariner, Capt of Gudrun) .. drowned
BLAKE E.F. Esq (Coroner)
GRIFFITHS Henry Cooper (Foreman of the jury)
DANIELS David of Whitstable, Kent (Shipping Agent/surveyor for Insurance ass)
MARTIKA Oskar 29 of Finland (crew – AB, a Russian) .. drowned
PRINN Joseph (Yarmouth Coastguard)
STANDEN Henry (Yarmouth Coastguard)
CONNELL A.R.C. (member of the Totland Lifeboat Committee)
WOODCOCK Thomas (PC)
SIMMONDS (Coxwain Totland Lifeboat)
LONG Mr (a Juror)
CLEARY (a Juror)
WARDER Mr (Jury)
CLARKE Mr (Jury)
LAWTON Thomas D. (Missionary of the Sailors Rest, Fowey)
FERGUS Carrick of Belfast (crew) .. drowned
GALNA Robert of White Abbey, Belfast (crew – mate) .. drowned
SHOLON Gustav of Finland (crew – AB) .. drowned
BASS John of London (crew – cook) .. drowned
BUTLER Charles of London (crew – OS) .. drowned
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THE ISLE OF WIGHT LIFEBOATS.
Axoruer INQuiry WanTED.

Tu recent sad wreck on the Shingles, in the Needles Passage, by which
six lives were lost, has drawn renewed attention to the question ef the
efficiency of the existing lifeboat service to meet the many demands for
help which arise whenever really bad weather sets in. The brigantine
Gudrun, of Fowey, with a cargo of china-clay, bound from the last men-
tioned port to Leith with a crew of six hands, in attempting to enter the
Solent, struck on the Shingles at about three o'clock in the afternoon of
Tuesday the 15thinst. The spot where she struck is much exposed; aud at
the time of the occurrence it was blowing a heavy gale from the south-west,
accompanied by a very bad sea. The vessel was perfectly visible from Tot-
land Bay, about two miles distant, where alifeboat is stationed. She was also
plainly to be seen from the signal station at Hurst Castle, as well as(rom a con-
siderable length of coast on both sides of the Solent. To any one with the least
knowledge of nautical matters it would be at once vident that the Gudrun
was in & most dangerous position, and the probabilities were, with the sea
that was then running, that she could not hold together for many hours.
Although se lay within sight of the village at which the lilcboat is
stationed, it appears (from the evidence adduced at an inquest held on the
bodies of some of the crew) tha: the lifeboat crew were not called
mﬂm by the usual rocketsigoal until 530, and that it was ten

utes to seven before the boat was launched It was then.
dark, and, moreover, a difficult matter to get to the Shingles on
account of the strong flood-tide which was running up the Soleat,
and, as might have been reasonably anticipated, when the boat arrived
at the spot the vessel had gone to picces and every soul was drowned,
The evidence given at the inquest showed no goodreason why the boat should
not have started hours earlier ; in fact, it appeared to be the opinion of the
jury, many of whom were seafaring men, that it would have beea very
‘much easier to have got to the ship carlier than it was when the lifeboat at
length made a start. It was stated in evidence as one cause of the delay
which occurred, that it was not usual to summon the crew uatil the ship
ashore showed signals of distress. If such a rule exists, it surely is time
that it was abolished. When a vessel is ashore in a most dangerous posi-
tion, exposed to the full fury of  heavy gale, it might, one would suppose,
L e ad that she is in distress. whether she flies any signals to
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| be safely assumed that she is in distress, whether she {lies any sigha’s

that effect or mot. Moreover, the master of a vessel can hardly be
supposed to know that such & very unusual rule exists at this par-
ticular station. Further, if he was aware of such a rule, it may
very easily be a matter of impossibility for him to give effect to it:
it is no uncommon occurrence when a small vessel strikes in an
exposed position for the sea to break over her at once, driving the crew (o
the rigging and rendering signalling of any description a matter of
impossibility. Another reason assigned for the delay was the fact that the
lifeboat crew were very scattered aud lived far apart. 1f this is a good
reason, it appears to be very unwise to have selected such a crew.

Of course it canuot be said with certainty that the crew of the Gudrit
could have been saved had an attempt been made earlier; but it is

| perfectly apparent that there would have been a ‘much better chance of &

rescue being eftected if the lifeboat had started whilst it was. still daylight,and

before there was a strong flood-tide bﬂlﬂl& it. Much surprise was ex

by some of the jury that none of the lifeboat crew were ‘called before them,

and it was stated that a representation on the subject would be made to the

Lifeboat Institution ; and an_inqui by that Institution may therefore
ped that the matter will be t y
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jon u of 1
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persons competent and willing i on the matter to be inves
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THE WRECK ON TIE SHINGLES.
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ately went out to tho lifeboat house. The lifeboat |
was lunched at 10 miuten 87, Tt took mome time
 tho crew ogether, and it was just getting
dark wioo the boat waa Iaunched. T ceiw was
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" dacumion fllowed between the furor, it being
arrd thas it would 5o more wivasiageoss i the
itbont was sttivoed a4 Todluad, whe e Jorts
antiipaiad hat th eridenon of o of the et of
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Lifeboat Lustitution in tho matter.

Accordin  u list nupplied by Mr Thomas D,
Lawton, missouary, of the Sailors’ Rest, Fowey,
the following composed tho crovw of the unfortunte
briguntine: Capt A. MeGarell, Carrickfergus, Bel.
fast; Robert Galus, mate, Whita Abboy, Belfa
Oukir Maciiks, A'B., Finlaod; Gustav Sholo,
AB, Fuland; Jobu Bass, ook, London; aud
Carles Butler, 0.8, London. ~The whols of the
crew bourded t the Ket, and war known to the.
eiter,
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