Schooner “Jane Banks”

3-mast schooner 176 grt – 156 nrt Dims: 31.08 x 7.34 x 3.80 m Built 1878 at Portmadoc by S Jones 

[image: A picture containing text, transport, watercraft, outdoor

Description automatically generated]














The schooner “Jane Banks“, running mate of the famous ‘Waterwitch‘ of Fowey,  sailed into history as the last pure sailing British square rigger to trade abroad and the engine-less  last topsail schooner to operate from a British Port, Fowey in Cornwall.

Paintings by Gordon Frickers 
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The Frau Minna Peterson, later Jane Banks, later Viir was built as a general purpose vessel.
 The schooner “Jane Banks” leaving Fowey, Cornwall 

	Vessel Name
	Official Number
	Signal letters
	Rig /Type 
	Where built
	Builder
	Year built
	Year end
	reg tons

	JANE BANKS / FRAU MINNA PETERSEN
	77428
	SBVJ/KDJV/MJTS
	3 masted topsail Schooner 
	Portmadoc
	Simon Jones 
	1878
	1944
	142



	  OWNERS/ MANAGERS/REGISTRATION DETAILS
	Notes
	MASTERS



	Registered in Fowey no 3 1901. and again in 1920 under new name. 1904 Robert May, Par. 17th December 1919 Shipping controller, London .Edward Stephens Par(MO) 23rd march 1924 64/64 shares Edward Stephens 30th June 1927 Thomas Stephens, 3 Elm Par Par and then Annie Stephens 14th April 1927. 
	102′ LOA, 24.3′ Beam and 12.6′ Max Draft.  One of the first vessels to be launched sideways. registered in Caernarvon 27th July 1878 as FRAU MINNA PETERSEN Hugh Parry, Borth, Portmadoc. Owner. First rigged as a staysail schooner and carried slate.3 masted schooner round stern and female bust figurehead. During the war she fell into enemy hands and spent the war and remained in port for 5 years. Changed name to Jane Banks 2nd January 1920. 25th October 1923 she collided with the breakwater at Dover and lost bowsprit and bow was damaged. shortly after her masts came down and she was towed into harbour. January 1929 she was caught in a severe storm in Brixham harbour. anchored with both down the crew were taken off by the Brixham lifeboat. She was on passage from Teignmouth to Glasgow with clay. In 1936 on death of her owner she was laid up in Par Harbour. de registered after 1938 sale to Estonian owners and renamed "Viir”. Originally used in Phosphate rock trade to west Indies then Newfoundland and west Indies. She was Lost of the coast of Finland in 1944
	Howard 1909                                    Robert Philip 1912   May 1914  and again in 1919                        W.T.Carrick 1929              Rundle 1935                   R.Gilbert 1935 
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AN article by Gordon Frickers

British builders and owners had always experimented with new rigs and hulls Generally in the early 19 century, the favoured rig for small general traders was the brig, a two masted vessel (a ship is three masted) square sail rigged on both masts with staysails between fore and main mast.
This rig was well suited to open sea voyages and fairly handy.
It did though need a crew of up to 16 men.
Also, regulations required that the master hold a square rigged certificate.
Qualified men were in great demand however, most local men held no formal qualification or in later years just a “fore and aft” qualifications.
A compromise was the “Jack barquentine”, more manoeuvrable and with a smaller crew of 10.
These were two and later more often three masted schooners (the latter often crewed by 6 in the summer season) with square sails on the foremast and rigged fore and aft on the main and mizzen masts with an additional staysail between main and fore.
This rig allowed the schooner men command.
This rig and the trades to the med, Azores and Newfoundland and Labrador which had developed since as early as pre 1492 resulted, in the 1890s, in the evolution of the “Western Ocean Yachts” – fine lined, fast three masted topsail schooners, strongly built with exceptional sea going characteristics.
 
The years 1877 and 1878 saw a spurt of building activity in Llyn and Eifionydd. 18 vessels were built at Portmadoc and Borth y Gest.
This was a transition period as the builders and owners experimented with various rigs adapted for particular trades.

 [image: http://www.mun.ca/mha/photos/munn-godden/pf343_0452.jpg]
Seen off Par as the Jane Banks
The Frau Minna Peterson was one of these general purpose vessels.
She was built by Simon Jones at Portmadoc.
Her dimensions were:- 176 GRT, 102′ LOA, 24.3′ Beam and 12.6′ Max Draft.
Reg at Caernarvon.
She was owned outright (64/64ths) by Hugh Parry of Borth y Gest.
For twenty three years the vessel sailed the Atlantic Ocean, Baltic and Mediterranean with visits to Portmadoc to load slate for Germany.
Her launch, in 1878, was watched with great interest.
She was the first vessel launched sideways but unfortunately stuck during the operation.
This was considered a bad omen which proved unfounded as she was to sail for many years.
The FRAU MINNA PETERSON was named after a German slate merchant’s wife which was a common practice.
She entered a trade with origins going back to the days before Christopher Columbus when men of the Atlantic coast of Europe were already fishing off the Newfoundland and Maine coasts for cod.
Frau Minna Peterson proved an ideal vessel for the Western Ocean passage, beating against the prevailing winds and handy amongst the creeks and inlets of the Newfoundland and Labrador coasts.
In 1901 Frau Minna Peterson was sold to Fowey in Cornwall and renamed the Jane Banks.
From this port (which the author lived close by hence the painting,) and nearby Par, china clay was her main cargo, often returning with coal or industrial products from the Mersey.
She was in this trade for many years.
There are some excellent photos of the vessel underway, taken during this period in Basil Greenhill’s book Schooners and also several of her at anchor and alongside, in the National Maritime Museum collection.
She was sold to Estonia in 1938 and her story thereafter was uncertain however, information from Torsten Hagnéus, of Sweden, who sent the following extract from “Estland zur See 1918-1940” (Estonia at sea 1918-1940) :-
VIIR



Her record
	year
	name
	owner
	port

	1878
	Frau Minna Peterson
	H Parry
	Caernarvon,

	1901
	Frau Minna Peterson
	R May
	Caernarvon

	1914 August,
	
	taken as prize at Emden
	Use during the war not known

	1919
	Jane Banks
	given back to GB The Shipping Controller
	London

	1921
	Jane Banks
	E Stephens, managing owner
	Fowey,

	1928
	Jane Banks
	T J Stephens
	Fowey

	1938
	Viir Anton Vilu
	
	Tallinn

	1940
	taken by Soviet troops at the occupation of Estonia
	Estonian State Shipping Co
	Tallinn

	1941 October 9
	
	fallen into German hands
	Tallinn.

	1944 October
	
	sailed with Estonian refugees to Sweden
	

	1949
	
	deleted from Lloyd’s Register
	

	All Estonian vessels which came to Sweden with refugees were given back to the Soviet Union.
The former owners were however compensated economically by the Swedish Government
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                                                            As the Frau Minna Peterson
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In Charlestown owned by Edward Stephens
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Jane Banks in Par
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Laid up in Par
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Laid up in Par
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Laid up in Par
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FRAU MINNA PETERSEN
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53 One of the most famous of British schooners was the Frau
Minna Petersen, later named Jane Banks, here shown, above,
in her old age. Built at Porthmadog in 1878 by Simon Jones,
she was a forerunner of the Porthmadog schooners of a
generation later. She was first rigged as a staysail schooner
and was named to please the German businessmen with whom
her owners were working in the slate trade. She sailed as well
to Smyrna, to the Danube, to the West Indies and frequently
to the Mediterranean and Newfoundland. When owned by
the Stephens family of Fowey she was one of the last two
British schooners to make trans-Atlantic passages, to
Bermuda and Jamaica in the 1920s. She was lost off the coast
of Finland in 1944. The next six photographs were taken on
board her at sea in the home trade, also in her old age, and
they show details of the sails and rigging. With her pedigree,
her world wandering and her long life, she might be taken as
almost the archetypal British three-masted merchant
schooner. (Graham Gullick)

e S s e

54 On board the Frau Minna Petersen, later Jane Banks, at
sea. The wind is fair but not dead astern so the foresail boom
can be seen slacked off nothing like as far off as the other two,
otherwise the sail would catch no wind at all. Notice the
ratlines in the main rigging, which are of hemp line seized to
the shrouds to enable the crew to go aloft. On the forerigging,
however, serving the same purpose as the ratlines, can be
seen wooden battens. They were used on the forerigging
because in a vessel with squaresails on the foretopmast the
crew were called upon to work aloft much more often on the
foremast to loose or furl the sails, whereas the main and
mizzen gaff topsails were sent up flying from the deck on a
jackstay in the Jane Banks and there was no necessity to go
aloft on these masts unless something went wrong, or for
maintenance. (Captain ] Raddings)
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THE SHIELDS DAILY GAZETTE AND SHIPPING TELEGRAPH, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER
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THE SHIELDS DAILY NEWS, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1923.
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RACE TO SAVE SHIP

After a ten-mile chase off Land’s End yes-
terday, a tug saved from destruction a three—
mmed schooner, the Jane Banks, owned by

Stephens, of Fowey.

Wllh her tops-llls gone and lenklng badly. the
schooner was at the mercy of the

Huge waves made it impossnble to brlng the
two vessels close enough for the schooner's
crew to be taken off.

So a rope was thrown, and then be%:m
long, slow tow back to harbour—it tool zighl.
hours—while the exhausted crew of the Jane
Bﬂml‘: worked at the pumps to keep craft
afloat.
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FOWEY SCHOONER’S
ROUGH VOYAGE

D AWAY DURING
SAILS Cllll%ulz'

cargo of coal, the Fowey schooner Ja
was towed into Penzance on Satu:
losing four of her sails and de lnpmg a
bad leak when off the Land's End. ~ilei
crow had struggled throughout the night to
handle her against the weather, standing
sometimes mearly waist-deep in water,
but they were unable to beat into Mount’s
Bay, and eventually, when almost exhausted.
lled for assistance.

Two steamers attempted to tow her inio
Penzance without suceess. Later she was
brought into the bay hy the tug Buhia, of
Newlyn, which later towed ber into Pen-
zance,

The Jane Banks is owned by Messrs. T.
J. Stephens, of Fowey. She is a wooden
three-masted schooner, of 176 tons, with no
auxiliary engine. She was built in 1878 at
Portmadoe.  Her skipper is Mr. Rex Gil-
bert, of St. Austell, ard she carrins as mate
Mr. J. Couch, of Palruan, who is a native of
Wadebridge:" two hands, Alan Foulger, of
Hull, and Michael Linehen, of County Cork;
and a boy, W. May.

The schooner was formerly the Frau Minna
Peterson. She was captured by the Germans
at the beginning of the war, but after the
Armistice sho was sent back, it is said, Ly a |
mistake.
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53 One of the most famous of British schooners was the Frau
Minna Petersen, later named Jane Banks, here shown, above,
in her old age. Built at Porthmadog in 1878 by Simon Jones,
she was a forerunner of the Porthmadog schooners of a
generation later. She was first rigged as a staysail schooner
and was named to please the German businessmen with whom
her owners were working in the slate trade. She sailed as well
to Smyrna, to the Danube, to the West Indies and frequently
to the Mediterranean and Newfoundland. When owned by
the Stephens family of Fowey she was one of the last two
British schooners to make trans-Atlantic passages, to
Bermuda and Jamaica in the 1920s. She was lost off the coast
of Finland in 1944. The next six photographs were taken on
board her at sea in the home trade, also in her old age, and
they show details of the sails and rigging. With her pedigree,
her world wandering and her long life, she might be taken as
almost the archetypal British three-masted merchant
schooner. (Graham Gullick)

.

54 On board the Frau Minna Petersen, later Jane Banks, at
sea. The wind is fair but not dead astern so the foresail boom
can be seen slacked off nothing like as far off as the other two,
otherwise the sail would catch no wind at all. Notice the
ratlines in the main rigging, which are of hemp line seized to
the shrouds to enable the crew to go aloft. On the forerigging,
however, serving the same purpose as the ratlines, can be
seen wooden battens. They were used on the forerigging
because in a vessel with squaresails on the foretopmast the
crew were called upon to work aloft much more often on the
foremast to loose or furl the sails, whereas the main and
mizzen gaff topsails were sent up flying from the deck on a
jackstay in the Jane Banks and there was no necessity to go
aloft on these masts unless something went wrong, or for
maintenance. (Captain ] Raddings)
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“Jane Banks”
Built at Portmadoc 1878 by Jones Registered at Carnarvon
As “Frau Minna Petersen”
She was sold to H. Parry of Carnarvon 1882
She traded in the Welsh slate industry & also in the
Western Ocean Fish trade.F
Sold to Mr May of Par 1907 she became a coaster
Occasionally crossing to continental ports.
Fell into German hands during WW1 she lay in a German port for 5
years.
1919 she was sold to the Stephens firm of Fowey & renamed
“Jane Banks”

& sailed for many years between Cornwall & the Mersey
Qutward with a cargo of china clay & homeward with a cargo of coal.
On the death of her owner 1936 she was withdrawn from service &
laid up in Par harbour.

1938 she was brought by Estonian owners for the Baltic timber trade
& was renamed “VIIR”
she continued trading well into the 1940’s.

It is thought that she was lost off Finland in 1944




