Schooner Little Mystery
	Vessel Name
	Official Number
	Signal letters
	Rig /Type 
	Where built
	Builder
	Year built
	Year end
	reg tons

	LITTLE MYSTERY
	85828
	KNBS
	2 masted  Schooner 
	Kingsbridge
	W.Date and Sons
	1887
	1917
	100

	  OWNERS/ MANAGERS/REGISTRATION DETAILS
	Notes
	MASTERS

	sparrows Plymouth stone merchant previously owned her.  registered in Fowey 27th July 1887. John Stephens, Par (MO)1904 Edward Stephens , Fowey (MO)
	LOA 84.5' x 21.1' x 10.8'.2 masted with a square stern and Eagle figurehead Little Mystery, built by W. Date & Sons, Kingsbridge in 1887 and part  owned and managed at the time of her loss by E. Stephens, Fowey, was a British wooden schooner of 114 tons. On April 30th, 1917, Little Mystery, on a voyage from Cardiff to Cherbourg with a cargo of coal, was scuttled by the German submarine UC-61 (Georg Gerth), approx. 22.5 m SSE of Portland Bill. There were no casualties REGISTER CLOSED 1917
	   W.H.Hobber 1897-1896                             John Henry Greet  1898-1915
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	The topsail schooner "Little Mystery", offical number 85828, gross tonnage 100, was built 1887 in Kingbridge, Devon, by W. Date & Sons and registered at Fowey, Cornwall to John Stephens of nearby Par. By 1904 Edward Stephens of Fowey was the registered owner. On April 30, 1917, while on a voyage from Cardiff to Cherbourg with a load of coal, the vessel scuttled by German submarine UC-61, near Portand Bill, Dorset.

	Custodial History:
	The photographs were owned by Norma Godden, formerly of Harbour Grace, Newfoundland


Little Mystery, built by W. Date & Sons, Kingsbridge in 1887 and owned at the time of her loss by E. Stephens, Fowey, was a British wooden schooner of 114 tons. 
On April 30th, 1917, Little Mystery, on a voyage from Cardiff to Cherbourg with a cargo of coal, was scuttled by the German submarine UC-61 (Georg Gerth), approx. 22.5 miles SSE from Portland Bill. There were no casualties. 
Both sisterships and wooden schooners of 114 tons, Little Gem and Little Mystery, owned by E. Stephens of Fowey were sunk by German submarines in WWI. Read more at wrecksite: https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?155628
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Little Mystery, a wooden two-
masted schooner, was built in
1887 by shipwright William Date
at his yard on the Dart River near
Kingsbridge, Devon.? Little Mystery
was bought that July by John
Stephens, a Cornish small ship
owner and entrepreneur, trading
from his home port of Fowey

and its sub-ports of Charlestown,
Mevagissey and Par.* While
Stephens and his son Edward
with his wife Mary Ann shared

belong to the Little Gem. Image courtesy of

Knightsbridge Estuary U3A Local History Group

ownership of half the boat, the rest was split among another twenty people —
‘the butcher, the baker, the master; the manager and by widows and orphans
and by local land-owning families’.> One of Stephens’ first small schooners,
Little Beauty, made a profit of £450 in its first year’s trading and the money was
distributed to the shareholders by one of the owner’s sons ‘walking through
the Fowey streets and the lanes of the surrounding countryside carrying a
jingling wash-leather bag of golden sovereigns’. ¢
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EETEDING (ATHTE AN ST OVIFe LIST MONDAY., DECEMBER 11, 1905.
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Edward Stephens ship "little mystery" in fowey
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LAKE'S FALMOUTH PACKET, CORNWALL ADVERTISER, AND VISITORS' LIST, DECEMBER 11, 1908.
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THE, WESTERN MORNING NEWS WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 1914
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