The History
of the tug

Previous names:- Gamecock
Built:- 1883 Forest and Co, Millwall
Scrapped:- 1947 Plymouth

Period in Fowey:- 1930 — 1946

(This is the first tug with the name Pendennick)



Pendennick is the original name for Bodinnick

Name of Vessel

In Fowey

Pendennick

Previous Names

Game Cock

The Gamecock was built in 1883 in Millwall by Forrestt and Son of the Norway Yard,
Limehouse and Britannia Yard, Millwall (1888) of Wyvenhoe, Essex and the Norway Yard,
Limehouse (1889) 1788 Established. Millwall was in those days an active an important
shipbuilding site and had iron and steel work.

Gamecock was well built and one of the fastest tug on the Thames at the time. Her LOA was

85" and she had
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compound steam engine supplied by the builder.(the article below relates) The company was
originally founded in 1880, by a consortium of around twelve London River Pilots. Vessels
were registered to groups of individuals including Henry Rae, Richard Holland, George
Doust, George J. Spicer, Daniel Barker, William Giles, and Arthur J. Couves, although all
traded under the banner of the Gamecock Steam Towing Company. (A. J. Couves, manager)

In 1928, The Ocean Towage & Salvage Company Ltd., a company with Turkish roots,
acquired the Gamecock Steam Towing Company business. The new owners incorporated a
new limited liability concern to take the business forward. At this time vessels were sold by
their previous groups of registered owners to the new organisation.

She was registered in the ownership of G. F. Payne and 12 other pilots. It was a
common practice in that time for ships pilots to have interests in towage and other

activities on the river



- lroa wcrew teg. 88 tons groes, bail
&t Muliwall 19 1¥os for the Gamecock Comne
. pany, Mr, George F. Payne, the river pilot
tor the ﬁlppou Yusen Koisha eto., being
registaced Jwper. Soe repiaced the famous
st “Game Cock ' and woas just as pote
worthy a little ship, She was small, bot
had & beautiful hall, subsequently awarded
& prize {~r it lines, bot in eddition was
. magnificeotly dbuilt so that she could stand
a Jot ot knocking sbout. Runsing free she
, wax one of the fast st tugs va the

and for that reason was alvayx ¢

- the Committes for barge and yacht races ia
the lower river,

Like sev.ral other tugs which had a greas
reputalion, the "“"Game Cock” had a re-
markable »ies of masters. Captain Edward
Martin from tho Srsl "Game Cock ™ was
succeded by his old mate Captajn Robert
“Andrews zn0d it was in ber that the latter
tierted bis estircadinmy o of ralveize
lock. In those days be was the most dasbing
of the wyiuuger tug skippers, »s ready to
hmkb_“a'l‘y. t&mn‘ 3 bloh'
to inde any bighapirited prack
ﬁ-k. whea there was o

. His friends n hi
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Captain Wal Brownfald was asotber well
kanown master and yet another, and perhaps
the one most intimately with ber,
was Captafs W. Mastio, wbo died qu
recently after Davin: been landlord of
Crowp ln: e;t &ormd!w md‘ time,
was & groat character, alw ong ¢
Balle Mahone 7 o bimmif and sesdless to
sy getting chaffed over it. But bhe was
s match for any chaff and an ioveterate
oractical soker. His son Captein
Mastin also commanded ber at a later date,
snd Captain Arthur Couves.

AT o T et S St
A R on night by » very.
curious squeak in her engines, and when!
she was later fitted with steam stooring geat
that also rmade ap extreordinary voise.

did no%, bowever, sffect her oficiemey.

Tn the erarlicst days of the war she .
taken uo for the examination service ia L

e e
was ) ecky A mum .
mlrave jo's Il’ the Thames Fatvary and
reighbonring  waters, mostly of ships
damage! by mine or torpedo. 5bhe then
returped to the ordinary river work and in
Mav 1926 was lsid uo 14 the West Tadia
Dork altkourh she sonn found a purchaser
and Pefors the end of the vear was frans
ferrs1 to Cantain Masters, Harboor Master
a2t P~ole and an ol nleasrrasteamer man,
whn hed boen mate of the “Plvpmanth Belle™:
Ma=nn, who raid £300 for her-
and s still Snding excellent wse for her,
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From John Mason from 1933 newspaper cutting

In 1914 with the out break of the first world war she was requisitioned along with many other
tugs and coastal craft by the Royal Navy for examination service, based in Lower Hope.
Presumably at the end of hostilities she was returned to owners and continued working until
May 1926 when she was laid up in West India Dock. Later in 1926 she was sold to
W.S.Masters of Poole for £800.It is thought there were plans to run passengers with her but
this did not work out and in 1930 she was sold to Fowey Tug & Salvage Company Ltd.,

Fowey [ H. Paul, Fowey].

She was renamed Pendennick.(the original name for Bodinnick) and worked in the port until
30" September 1946 On 19™ August 1930 she transferred to the Fowey Tug co, Toyne and

Carter and worked through the war in the port.

She was sold to breakers in Plymouth being scrapped in Stonehouse, Plymouth and her

register closed on 3" October 1947
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Pendennick towing a vessel



Pendennick with modified wheelhouse and davits

D DAILY GAZETITE, TIHURSDAY, APRIL 4, 1935.

TUG SUNK IN FOWEY "HARBOUR.

At

AT AN ALAAMING ANGLE. -The stsam tug Pendtnnick lylng 'n 2 pee
cariaus positlon on her beam end yeslerday in Fowsy Harbour, $he grounded > <]
the previaus day on Ine river bed, and ae the tida receded elipped eff lntq[

On 1°' April 1935 whilst careening the vessel in Pont Pill to clean the bottom,
Pendennick rolled over heeling down the beach. As a result she did not refloat on the
rising tide. She was refloated two days later



Name of Vessel

in Fowey Pendennick
Previous Names Game Cock
Year Built 1883 Official 87063 G.R.T. 88
Number
Builders Forrest and Co, Millwall
Length Beam Draft
Dimensions
85’ 19’ 9’6”
Engines C 2 cylinder 350 H.P. compound | Bollard pull
steam engine by builder

Owners Built for

G.F. Payne, Rochester
Gamecock towing

Year
History Before Coming to Fowey 1929 W.S. Masters, Poole
Owners in Fowey 1930 Henry Paul
19-08-30 Toyne and Carter
30-09-46 Fowey Tug Co.
History on Leaving Fowey 3-10-47 To Plymouth for
scrapping at Stonehouse




VOYAGES OF THE TUG PENDENNICK

Built Millwall 1883
London to 1929

Plymouth where scrapped
1946 to 1947

/ 1929

Fowey
1929 to 1946




