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Vessel details 
 

 
Name 

 

 
LANTIC BAY 

Type Grab Hopper Dredger 
IMO / MSI 8645088 
Call Sign MHYZ2 

Gross Tonnage 147.5 
N.R.T 80.98 

Deadweight 216 
Length 28.93m 
Breadth 7.34m 

Draft 2.49m 
Year Built 1958 
Yard Built Brazen Island, Polruan 

Fowey 
 

Yard number FHC9 
 

The dredger Lantic Bay has a special part in the maritime history of 
the Port of Fowey. Named after the bay one mile to the east of the 
harbour she represents the self determination of the folk of Fowey 
harbour to be self-sufficient. She was built by men from the 
community at the Brazen Island ship yard being its most successful 
build and still operating today when other of her time have been 
scrapped. Her design was largely drawn up by Captain Mitchell in the 
harbour office and modified and adapted by the men who built her 
and knew dredging in Fowey. She has gone through many changes, 
removed vast quantities of dredged material and carried out many 
varied marine operations around the country and is today back in 
Fowey doing the job she was built for. 
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The Building of Lantic Bay 

at Brazen Island, Polruan  
in 1957 and 1958 

 
With the dredging plant sold for work in Milford Haven plans were submitted to the 
Harbour Commissioners by Capt. Mitchell the Harbour Master and it was agreed on 
22nd May 1957 to build a grab dredger at Brazen Island Ship Yard. Lockett and Wilson 
had taken over the yard in April that year and contracts were signed. Work 
commenced in mid July 1957 and materials were being bought. Negotiations 
proceeded to purchase main engines and auxiliaries from Channel Shipping Co. Ltd 
ex their vessel Grantez which was in Fowey being made ready to breakup. The 
engine was a Crossley diesel engine, this was purchased along with the propeller and 
shaft, the auxiliaries for £17250.The same company also sold the Commissioners an 
R.B.19 diesel crane with double rope grab and barrel for dredging to a depth of 55 ft. 
This was located in Nottingham. Whilst being built she was known as FHC 9. 
 
October 1957 
The bulkheads at the forward and aft extremities of the hopper well had been prepared 
and were ready for erecting into position and riveting. All shell frames between these 
bulkheads had been punched and shaped. Work was progressing on the hopper doors 
and hinges as well as works in the buoyancy chambers. 
 
November 1957 
Work progressed in the hopper well shell plating was prepared including the shaping 
vat the bilges. 
 
December 1957 
Work had progressed well in building the hopper and plating had started. The floors, 
frames and deck beams abaft the hopper well were being prefabricated and erected 
 
January 1958 
Construction was progressing aft and the transom floors were being fitted 
 
February 1958 
Hull frames were now being plated and riveted. Frames and beams forward of the 
hopper well were bent and ready for setting up. The main engine seating was almost 
ready to receive the bed plate. 
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Bulkhead 44 part of the deck house and several frames ready for erection and laid out in the yard. 
Frames etc were lofted in the upper floor above the engineers shop. Walter Slade seen here with a 
colleague. Derrick used to lift steel etc .( this was removed in 1986.) also ships  aft capstan waiting 

fitting. 
 

 
 

Holes cut for hatches into wing tanks 
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In Feb the forward bulkhead of the hopper well at frame 36 was in place with the keel plate and fuel tank 
floors erected. In picture Raymond Curtis, Percy Beswarrick, Ted Tyrrell and John Vincent 
  
 

 
 

Forôd bulkhead of hopper well at frame 36 with keel plate and fuel tank floors erected  
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Bulkhead and forôd end of hopper 
 

 

 
 

Fabricated stern  
Frame 
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View of stern frames on the centre line 
 
 

 
 

Engine with aft bulkhead erected and the frames on the port quarter and start of hull plating 
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on the starboard side in the engine room space 

 
 

 
 

View of aft section of vessel showing access into engine room and hopper forward 
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Looking aft towards men working on hull and deck plating. Men include Dick Netherton and Reg Vincent 
 
 

 
 

view of aft deck 
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Stern section, transom post and deck line 
Charlie Hawke, Reg Vincent and Phil Dennis 

March 1958 
The hull was completely framed and beamed and good progress was being made with 
the plating. Part of the deck house had been erected and the machinery was being 
installed in the engine room. 
The name ñLantic Bayñwas chosen at the Board meeting on 6th March 1958 
 

 
 

Fairing bow frames and beams 
Wally Stephens, Percy Beswarrick and Raymond Curtis 
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Wally Stephens and Phil Dennis at bow sections 
 
 

 
 

Setting bow frames and beams 
Raymond Curtis, Ted Tyrrell, Dick Netherton and Percy Beswerick 
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Boring the facing Boss and stern frame 
 

 



 Page 13 
 

 

 
 
 

Stern of vessel  
 
 

 
 

Aft deck  with deck gear being fixed 
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Sheer legs set up to handle machinery 

April 1958 
The bow was almost completely constructed. Part of the fore deck had been plated 
and apart from the bilge plates amidships and the forward bulkhead the hull was 
nearly completed. The main engine and auxiliaries had been placed in position and the 
stern tube, tail shaft and intermediate shaft had been fitted. 
 

 
 

starboard bow 
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Bow to deck line  
In picture Basil Brown, Wally Stevens and Nick Nicholls 

 
 

 
 

Installing Machinery in the engine room. Engine pit 
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Main engine and auxiliary. The original engine was a 1931 Crossley replaced in 1983 at brazen island  
in the picture Peter Jacobs and David Adams 

 
 

 
 

Main engine and main generator on starboard side 
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View of stern and hopper  
John Fuge on right 
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foredeck forward of hopper 
 
 

 
 

portside  
Tom Slade in the middle 
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Stern section under the shed. 
 Note derrick and power cables gantry running inshore of hut and RAF tender in background 

 
 
 
 

May 1958 
The hull was almost completed. Preparations were being made to move the vessel 
onto No 1 cradle as the vessel was being built under the shed above the main 
slipway.. She was then transferred to no 2 slipway for launching. The name had been 
approved by the Registrar of Shipping in Cardiff and she had been measured for 
tonnage. Registration in the Port of Fowey would be completed by June. The crane 
had arrived on 23rd May it was dismantled and taken to Brazen Island for fitting. The 
Board agreed that Mrs W.H.Graham , widow of the late chairman would name and 
launch the vessel. 
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starboard bow with mooring ports 
 
 

 
 
 

Bow showing hole ready to cut the hawse pipe on port bow 
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after deck with capstan and mess room 
 
 

 
 
 

foredeck with windlass 
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View of deckhouse and bridge from aft 
 
 

 
 
 

Door raising gear starboard side hopper 
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Starboard side working under bilge 
 
 

 
 

Phil Dennis and colleague in the engine room 
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Propeller shaft and stern tube and bush. This was as new at major Bureau VERITAS survey in 1986 
.only slightly warn when sold in  

 

 
 

Port side of engine room 22
nd

 May 1958  
George Gale, foreman at the yard, emerging from starboard buoyancy tank 

 
 
 
 
 


