
 

     
G ς I require a Pilot        H- I have a pilot on board 

Trinity House 

 
Pilotage may be described as the art of conducting a vessel into or out of a harbour or in the 

neighbourhood of navigational dangers. 

When masters of ships navigate unfamiliar waters, they regularly engaged the services of local 

seafarers to act as άpilotέ and provide advice on their passage safely. Here in Cornish waters such 

¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ tƛƭƻǘŀƎŜ

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǿŜȅ tƛƭƻǘŀƎŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ



skilled knowledge of the treacherous coast, with it is large tides and currents meant that pilots were 

in great demand by all types of vessels. Before the first act of parliament on pilotage, as a ship 

approached land or the port or harbour, local seafarers would sell their services as a pilot to the 

ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ and would board the ship and provide information relating to tides, currents, 

underwater hazards and so on; even taking control of the ship if the master chose. However, these 

ǎŜŀŦŀǊŜǊǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

not always in receipt of all or any of the correct advice. Concerns amongst master, owners and 

agents grew as to the competency of some άpilotsέ and in 1809 national regulations were 

introduced to license pilots. 

This was the ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƛƭƻǘŀƎŜ !Ŏǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ά!ƴ !Ŏǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tƛƭƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƭƻǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ {ƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǎŜŀǎέΦ Lǘǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

important provisions were the establishment of compulsory pilotage in all districts where licensed 

pilots were available, and the authority was given to the Deptford Trinity House to form pilotage 

districts where it was deemed necessary to control pilots and regulate pilotage. 

In 1853 there was an act to further amend the law with regards to pilotage which largely related to 

London and the Cinque ports. 

 !ƭƳƻǎǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ор ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ IƻǳǎŜ άƻǳǘǇƻǊǘǎέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜ мулу !Ŏǘ 

was replaced in 1812. All licensed pilots were required, in an entirely new section, to execute a bond 

for their good behaviour in the sum of £100. This requirement has been carried through to the 

present day with the amount unchanged.  

The Act specified the criteria necessary to apply to become a Trinity House pilot: applicants must 

have served as a mate on a square-rigged vessel for at least three years, or as master in command of 

a square-rigged vessel for one year or been employed in the pilot service of Trinity House for seven 

years, or as an apprentice on a pilot vessel licensed under the Act for five years. Pilots acting for less 

than three years were not able to pilot vessels drawing more than 14 feet (creating the distinction 

between First- and Second-Class Pilots). 

The Act enabled Trinity House to appoint Sub-Commissioners of Pilotage to examine persons to act 

ŀǎ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ŀǘ ǇƻǊǘǎ ΨǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ IƻǳǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜΩΦ 

Pilots appointed under the Act were required to pay a fee of three guineas per annum to Trinity 

House and execute a bond in a penal sum not exceeding £100. This was a significant sum especially 

for a young pilot, but it also recognised the lucrative nature of piloting in a busy port.  

Modern pilotage laws were built on the Pilotage act of 1913 where amongst other things Trinity 

House could set up sub commissioners of pilots at each of the outports with representatives of ship 

owners and pilots on it. The Board of Trade were the overall governing body. 

Vessels used in the Pilot Service were required to have black sides and a white-painted upper strake 

next the gunwale. They were to fly a vane or flag, half red and half white in horizontal stripes of 

which uppermost shall be white. This was the official signal that the vessel was a licensed pilot 

vessel. The name of the principal pilot was required to be painted in broad white letters on her stern 

and on each bow such number in the licence of such principal pilot. The requirement to display the 

port letter and vessel licence number on the sails was brought in later in the nineteenth century. The 



pilot vessels were usually specially built usually in Polruan. These cutters were built for speed and for 

handling in almost all sea conditions, thus giving them the ability to act in lucrative rescue and 

salvage operations. On board they carried a boarding punt. Boats were relatively costly items, one 

ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ aǊ {ŀƭǘΣ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƻŦ tƻƭǊǳŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ǎƭƻƻǇ-sailboatΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ 

£80. In Fowey, four of the first appointed pilots came from the Salt family, two from the Johns family 

and two from the Dunn family. All three families continued to provide pilots throughout the century. 

Any other boat not licensed as a pilot vessel but carrying a pilot, was required to exhibit a pilot flag 

to distinguish that he had a pilot on board. This latter point applied to fishing !{ ¢I9 5ǳƴƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ 

others in Polruan and Mevagissey did and similar vessels that a pilot may have used or even worked 

on while in search of vessels seeking such assistance, or on any vessel used by a pilot to return to 

shore after he had piloted a vessel within or from his licensed district. For this reason, every pilot 

ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŦƭŀƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ  

tƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǳō-Commissioners responsible for 

a district had to send a list of the names and residence of those whose licences had been renewed to 

Trinity House. Their licenses and those for their boats had to be sent for signing and the logs of pilots 

and boats inspected. 

The process for selecting exactly which ports were to become outports within the scope of the 1808 

Act is not known. The first step, once a port had been selected by Trinity House for inclusion as an 

outport, was the appointment of between three and five Sub- Commissioners. A circular letter had 

been sent by Trinity House, to the Customs House Collectors at the ports selected for the creation of 

compulsory pilotage districts. The appointment of Sub-Commissioners required each of them to 

swear an oath that was worded in the Act, to ensure that they were impartial, would not favour any 

individual and would accept no fee or reward other than that allowed in the bye laws. from the start 

of compulsory pilotage, pilots were based in Mevagissey and Fowey but not Par. 

The out port of Fowey district had come into being by 1913 when the Pilotage act of 1913 was made.    

Pilots were self-employed and licensed to be pilots with an annual renewal. The pilots paid a levy to 

Trinity House based on their earnings and there was a fee for licensing. 

In 1810 pilotage sub commissioners were appointed for each district or port. Those appointed in 

Fowey were John Kimber Esq, Mr Walter Walker and Mr Henry Jane 

In 1825 the pilotage district was set as from Looe to the Dodman. Rates were also set and the pilots 

names as :- 

Philip Salt,Richard Salt ,Philip Salt, Walter Colmer, William Salt, Matthew Johns, John Bartlett, 

Thomas Hill, William Jenkins, Reginald Barrett, Thomas Johns , James Tool, James Lay, James Dunn, 

Joseph Lay, Richard Polgrain, John Hinkson, Peter Blamey, Stephen Dunn, and John Willcock. 

Presumably the pilots worked their own ports within the district although they competed for ships. 

Having reached the vessel's bridge, he had to raise a specific flag (measuring 1.80 by 1.20m, with 

two red and white stripes, either horizontal, for a first-class pilot, or vertical, for a second-class pilot) 

to indicate his presence on board the ship. This signal was meant to prevent any attempt to board by 

another pilot's cutter. Any infringement to that rule was severely punished, the infringing pilot 

having to refund the expenses of his colleague and being suspended for two days. 



 

    

 

 

Within the district Fowey Pilotage was inside a line from Looe to Gribbin Head. Gribben head to 

Black Head for pilotage for Polcerris Bay and inside a line from Gribben Head to Dodman for 

Mevagissey. 



1858 records show pilots looking for ships off the Lizard and two pilots often offered their services 

with the master taking the one he wanted.  

 

For ports being brought into the formal arrangements of Trinity House under the Pilotage Act, it was 

up to the Sub-Commissioners of pilotage at the port to recommend those applicants found to have 

satisfied the criteria for selection, after examination, to Trinity House in London for appointment. 

They would be local men and submitted the names of those they found suitable to act as pilots to 

Trinity House from where their licences were issued. All that remained was to announce the new 

arrangements: the extent of the compulsory pilotage district; the names of the licensed pilots; the 

rates of pilotage. These were displayed in the Custom House, published in a Digest of Instructions to 

Master of Ships and the practicalities of implementation were published, along with the names of 

pilots. 

Choosing to apply to become a pilot was relatively simple if the individual was experienced in the 

local waters and was able to read and write. The choice then was whether to continue with the 

current role, be it fishing, coasting between ports of Britain and northern Europe or being tied to the 

local port district, being accountable to the Sub-Commissioners and obeying the bye-laws of Trinity 

House.  

The distinction between First- and Second-Class Pilots was set in the Act in that pilots were not 

licensed to pilot vessels drawing more than fourteen feet unless they had served more than three 

years. The draught of the vessel restricted the piloting opportunities for Second Class Pilots if there 

was a full complement of First-Class Pilots. Promotion to the First Class was strictly based on 

seniority (as in length of time served) and only when a vacancy arose. CƻǿŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

the two class but instead opted for a full and provisional license operation. 

The initial licencing of pilots in outports meant that many of the most experienced were of an age 

where they would work for a relatively short period as licensed pilots. Nevertheless, those outport 

pilots who successfully petitioned Trinity House for a pension received £14 per annum if married and 

ϻу ƛŦ ǎƛƴƎƭŜΦ ²ƛŘƻǿΩǎ ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ϻс ǇŜǊ ŀƴƴǳƳΦ ¢ƻ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ 

Poundage, being 6d in the £ (2.5 per cent). Pensions paid to London pilots was £40 per annum 

reflecting their higher contributions, from higher earnings. 



Records of pilotage in the early years is thin but in мумл Ǉƛƭƻǘ {ŀƭǘΩǎ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǎƭƻƻǇ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻƭŜƴ ōȅ CǊŜƴŎƘ 

prisoners and then in 1814 it was recorded that Pilot Salt had died and later 6th March 1836 Venus a 

sloop of Fowey lost on passage from Exeter to Par with Sand capsized off Pencarrow head 2 miles to 

the east of Fowey. A pilot gig from Polruan with pilot Richard Johns and six men went out to save the 

three crew without success. Other early record involving pilots was in 1845 and 1850 when Pilot 

Robert Johns of Mevagissey assisting the vessel Azorean which had got into difficulty. In 1853 he did 

the same for the Johanna Carl which had been totally dismasted in a collision. In 1857 pilots Cloke 

and Ley took a case against a James Hunkin over the use of a rope to rescue persons from a wreck. In 

1868 3 pilots from Polruan were jailed R. Johns and his son Matthew and W.Salt 

 

 

Prior to 1869 when the first whole shipment of china clay was recorded as being shipped from 

Fowey pilots would have been employed in the vessels loading or discharging a number of other 

cargoes. These included salt, coal, and food stuffs as well as timber imported for the building of 

ships. Lime, leather, meat and fish were barged down to Fowey for transhipment. There were also 

lime kilns situated in all the Ponts and Pills in the estuary. 

As early as 1850 records showed that ships were loading Iron ore at Carne Point destination Cardiff 

and Newport and presumably returning with coal. In ǘƘŜ муолΩǎ ƛǊƻƴ ƻǊŜ ƳƛƴŜǎ ǊŜ-opened in 

Lostwithiel and the ore was shipped down the river to Fowey. Queen Victoria and Prince Albert 

visited in 1846. 

In 1870 the Trinity house pilotage returns showed  

 



 

Copper from the Fowey Consuls mines was shipped to Par by canal boats and to Fowey by horse and 

carts. 

 
In May 1877 the Fowey registered P.M.Willcock when entering Mevagissey broke  the pilot gig 

Number 3 belonging to W.Cloke in pieces .Also In the 1877 Fowey regatta four pilot gigs raced 

including the Annie and Flying Fish of Fowey ōƻǘƘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴǎΩǎ ¢ƘŜ TǊŜŦŦǊȅ bŜǿǉǳŀȅΩǎ 

famous gig also competed along with the Dove also from Newquay  

There were numerous disputes about compulsory pilotage as home trade vessels were exempt and 

ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ frequently refused the assistance of a pilot. This covered all the harbours in the Fowey 

district. There ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ άǇƛƭƻǘǎέ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǘΦ 

14th 1881 APRIL Richard Johns retired, and his son Charles Edward Johns elected pilot 



 

 

In 1883 there were 13 pilots in the Fowey district earning £244 for 317 vessels inward and £206 for 

389 vessels outward. In 1885 in the returns for Trinity house pilots around the coast Fowey was 

listed as having 12 pilots earning £295 from inward bound vessels and £156 from outward bound 

vessels.  

 

 
Up until 1899 pilots were not required to wear uniform. whilst in the bigger ports they often 
boarded in morning suite and top hats their dress ashore in the small port of the southwest they 
wore working gear which was often ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ clothing. After numerous complaints nationally from 
captains and ship owners that was changed. 

 

 



 

In 1926 tragedy struck when pilot Peter Matthew Jacobs age 50 died as a result of the pilot 

ladder coming away from the deck of the s.s Peursum a Dutch steamer which he had just 

piloted in a shift to No 4 Jetty on Christmas eve 1925.On coming down he got onto the 

ladder which gave way and Pilot Jacobs fell into the water the ladder hitting boatman 

William Charles Johns. When he recovered, he helped pull the pilot from the water with the 

help of Pilot James Salt and another boatman Johns brother. Pilot Jacobs injured his back 

and elbow and despite treatment got pneumonia and died on 30th December  

Moses Dunn was involved in several rescues including a young lad who fell out of his boat  

 

 

Moses Dunn was the owner of the first pilot boat to have a petrol Paraffin engine 



6 oared gigs were used from both Polruan and Mevagissey to win the pilotage jobs often competing 
against each other in rough weather a lugger called Leader was used often going as far as the Lizard 
or up channel to Start point to meet ships. 
In 1891 the pilots were listed as Charles and Matthew Johns, John Salt, William Salt and James Salt 
and Moses Dunn. By 1893 William Slat has come off the list. 
With the introduction of the 1913 pilotage act the first Trinity House sub-Commissioners were 

appointed and started meeting under guidelines set down by Trinity House in London. Sir Arthur 

Quiller Couch was the Chairman and other members were Messrs J.Rouffignac, R.Harvey and 

R.W.Bate who was the Secretary. The first of these was on 26th February 1914. One of the first acts 

was to agree the pilotage limits set as Portwrinkle to Chapel Point. All the licensed pilots were 

examined annually in sight long and short and colour test. Other examinations took place and each 

paid one guinea £1.1.0d annually for their license to be renewed. Another duty of the sub 

commissioners was to inspect the pilot stations and the records kept there together with each pilot 

logbook and the logs of the licensed boats. On one such visit to Mevagissey in 1923 on 2nd 

September, pilot boat No.1 ran aground off Mevagissey on Black rock. On board was Arthur Quiller 

Couch chairman of the commissioners. They got off with help of a fishing boat. 

At this time the Polruan pilots leased the pilot look out at the top of Polruan . Another duty of the 

sub-commissioners was to visit pilot stations in each harbour, inspect the logs of pilots and boats 

and records kept at the station. 

In 1914 Limits of the pilotage district were set as Port Wrinkle to Chapel Point and in 1915 Licenses 
cost 0ne guinea and there was an annual eyesight and colour test. 

 

The pilotage rates in 1917  



 

 

 

    

1st March 1921 saw the first phone line to the pilots 

lookout. 

 

 

In 1917 the pilots were: -Polruan Moses Dunn, Ernest 
Dunn, J.Salt, Henry Salt, Fred Johns, P.M.Jacobs and 
W.C.Johns. (One short of allotted number) Mevagissey 
W.Cloke,and R.M.Johns 
Looe: - E.Pearn and C.Toms 



As all pilots in the district could bring ships into all harbours the Mevagissey based pilots would 

come into Fowey. They would have difficulty however in tying up either to jetties or buoys. After a 

complaint to the sub commissioners in 1916 the Polruan men and their boatmen agreed to help 

presumably getting a fee for the service. 

Pilotage certificates were issued to some masters on the passenger vessels that brought people to 

Fowey from Plymouth and Falmouth. In those days excursions from Plymouth were very popular and 

in addition to Fowey included Dartmouth, the Eddystone and onwards to Falmouth. Regatta 

excursions were very popular. 

From Plymouth the GWR had the ships Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Francis Drake and in 1923 

certificates were issued to J.B.Hambly and  H.E. Wall. And in 1928 an S.Waters had a certificate. 

The Falmouth vessels were the s.s.Victor, (Sydney Bate) the St.Mawes  (James Tiddy)and Queen of 

the Fal (J.N.Grose) 

 

 



In 1926 there was a dispute with Richard Hughes and Co. of Liverpool regarding the requirement to 
take a pilot compulsory and other directions. The judge found against the commissioners on the 
compulsory direction, and this became case law. 
In 1927 the pilots that the Mevagissey station be transferred to Charlestown as the trade to 

Mevagissey had declined. By 1932 one of the Mevagissey pilots was stationed in Par harbour and 

pilot Cloke working from home covered Charlestown.  

 
Discussions took place in 1928 for the polruan pilots to be connected by phone to the lookout. 
Pilot Dunn of Mevagissey was permitted to pilot vessels into the harbour at Fowey but not out. 

By 1928 the rivalry between Polruan and Mevagissey pilots had become something that the folk of 

Polruan watched with amusement.It was however serious as earnings depended on getting to ships 

first and at that time their licenses permitted them to pilot vessels into any of the harbours in the 

district.   

In 1929 it was recorded that there were 8 motor pilot boats in Polruan, 2 in Mevagissey and one 

rowing/ sailing boat in Looe 

In April 1931 pilot C. Toms and his son as boatman saved the lives of the five crew of the schooner 
naiad which went ashore on the rocks of west Hannaford. She was carrying Granite from Par to 
London 
Later in 1931 the sub commissioners advertised for a pilot to fill a vacancy in Looe and A.C.Toms was 

appointed. 

 
   
 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

On the retirement of J.Salt Snr There were 7 pilots in Fowey in 1932 who pooled their earnings 
whilst the 2 in Mevagissey ŘƛŘƴΩǘ and there was 1 in Looe. 

In March 1932 the sub commissioners being concerned about the earnings of the 

Mevagissey pilots decided to recommend to Trinity House Brethren than one the two 

Mevagissey pilots should be stationed at Par. Pilot Dunn moved to Par and found a suitable 

house there. Following this in the July the commissioners discussed with pilot Cloke moving 

to be stationed at Charlestown and this was taken up with the Charlestown Harbour. It was 

delayed as it was agreed Mevagissey would be linked to Charlestown by telephone for 

orders. 

 



In 1932 the seven pilots pooled their earnings and the net earnings for the year were £20 

for pilotage and £51 from other earnings. In Mevagissey the two pilots did not pool their 

earnings, and the average earnings were £147 with £2. 10s other earnings. There were 893 

British ships and 507 foreign vessels. 

With the retirement of Pilot W.C.Johns  it was agreed to drop the number of pilots at the 

tƻƭǊǳŀƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ сΦvǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎƘƛǇǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƛƭƻǘǎΦ Masters of some 6 to 8 passenger 

vessels from Plymouth and Falmouth were granted pilotage licences for their vessels during 

this period. 

By 1939 Polruan was down to 6 pilots with the onset of war. And Pilot Toms in Looe retired as there 

was no living from pilotage there. Pilot Butters was appointed at Looe. From the beginning of 1940 

further restrictions were introduced and pilot numbers in Fowey were reduced during the war and 

there was no pilotage during the hours of darkness or watches at the lookout. 

Tragically in 1940 Everard Salt died when he fell overboard from his boat in mid-December. With his 

death that left 4 Pilots at Fowey James Salt, Ernest Dunn, Albert J.Shea and F.Johns  

 

 



In the years after the war there were several changes to the pilotage regulations regarding Fowey 
district and these were changed in the byelaws announced by Trinity House after application to the 
Minister of Transport. Before this period applications were made to the Ministry of Trade. All of 
these changes especially increases in rates involved a lengthy processes of the pilots applying the 
sub commissioners, if they agreed they would write to Trinity House in London. After their 
deliberation including discussions with ship ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ representatives and application would be made 
to the Minister concerned and the proposed byelaw change advertised in the shipping and local 
press. 

 
Lƴ Wǳƭȅ мфпм ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ōƻŀǘ {ƛǊ !ǊǘƘǳǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 
been used for four years. Ernest Dunn had retired by 1942 leaving three pilots in Fowey. 
 
In 1944 William Cloke retired with ill health from the Mevagissey and Charlestown pilotages and was 
replaced by Mr T.J.Coates. Following this Pilot Butters at Looe resigned as there was little or no work 
for him there. 
1950 T.J.Coates the Mevagissey pilot became harbour master at Charlestown as well as the pilot  

 

 



 
1958 cruise liner SS Arosa Kulm brought in pilots were William Lloyd Dunn and Michael Randolph 

A number of the pilots retired ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ рлΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tƛƭƻǘǎ {ƘŜŀ and both Johns and by 1954 four 
new pilots were in place namely M.Hingston Randolph , W.Dunn and  A.E.Harrison although the later 
resigned in the April after just under one year. Eventually Mr G.H.Elliott was appointed as the third 
pilot in September 1954. 
 
In 1959 after the death of Michael Hingston ς Randolph discussion took place regarding the number 
of pilots needed especially as the trade in Par was increasing and possibly to the detriment to the 
ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀǘ CƻǿŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ IƻǳǎŜΩǎ tƛƭƻǘŀƎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
two ports on 18th August. Captain J.Tyrell was appointed to the whole district but to be stationed at 
Polruan. He was certificated on7th September 1959. 

 
On 11th !ǇǊƛƭ мфсл ǘƘŜ {ǳō ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ CǊŜŘ 5ǳƴƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ wƻƎŜǊ ŀ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ 
for part at the age of 23. This was to give him experience and train another pilot to cover the 
increasing trade to Par harbour. It was planned he would also get experience with the Fowey 
pilots.Roger Dunn was issued his provisional license on 24th May 1960.His full license was granted on 
12th October 1961. 
In 1960 there were five ǇƛƭƻǘǎΩ licenses for the whole district and one provisional. 
 
On 4th December 1962 Pilot Elliott resigned before being dismissed after a series of warnings. Mr 
Michael Hingston -Randolph, son of the previous pilot of this name was considered for the resulting 
position. On 23rd March 1963 he was successful in being appointed from a list of twelve applicants. 
He had to do twenty-four weeks of training increasing in the size of ships handled. He had his boat 
Veronica built. 

 
March 1964 Fred Dunn retired at 61 after 36 years. He operated from Mevagissey chasing ships in a 

motorboat to pilot into Fowey. They often went down to the Lizard or up to the Start. There were 7 

pilots in Fowey he was therefore given Mevagissey in competition with his uncle Ernest Dunn in 

Fowey. He was then appointed to Par in 1934 taking a dozen ship in and out. By 1964 there were 30 

ships a week. Fred Dunn piloted the Water Witch out of Par for the last time on 3rd May at 7.20 pm 

having left her under all fore & aft canvas, heading west towards Charlestown.  

Mr Thomas Tyrell succeeded Pilot Dunn on 11th February 1964 and Trinity House made 

recommendation to increase the number of pilots at Par to three as the number of vessels being 

handled each tide had increased. As a result Mr D.W.Beynon was licensed for Par Harbour on 10th 

May 1965. 



On the 1st January 1966 a tragedy nearly occurred. Roger Dunn had put the pilot Thomas Tryrell of 

Mevagissey on board the Nautic to bring her into Par harbour. They were using the new pilot boat 

Paul of Par which was launched only 3 weeks previously and belonged to pilot Tyrell. Roger Dunn 

was acting as boatman to cover sickness. Returning to the harbour a large wave struck the boat 

turning it around and a following wave turned her over. Thrown into the water, Roger went under 

twice before surfacing clutching a box. He kicked off his wellingtons and started swimming for the 

ƘŀǊōƻǳǊΦ hƴƭƻƻƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǎƛȄ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ ōƻŀǊŘ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

boat getting it low enough in the water and pass under the bridge from the sluice pond. They got to 

Roger after he had been in the water some 20 minutes and pulled him out. All of this had been 

ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ōȅ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ tŀǊ ōŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ tƻƭƳŜŀǊ Road. She was helpless 

looking after two of her own young children and their two friends. 

The pilot boat Paul of Par, a Norwegian designed boat with a diesel engine sank but was found later 

ashore on Par beach. About £300 worth of damage had occurred. 

¢ƘŜ tŀǊ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƭƻƴŜƭǎέ ōƻŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊ 

as a boat store sand maintenance place for £30 per annum at the beginning of January 1967. 

Pilot Murfitt died suddenly in March 1967 and William Oliver Doe was Given a license on 29th June 

1967 and was appointed as Harbour Master at Charlestown.  

Jim Tyrell, Fowey pilot decided to retire at the end of December 1968. There were 24 applicants for 

the position and a short list of seven were interviewed. Two were pilots in the St.Ives district where 

there was declining trade. In January the following year Mr W.H.Benjamin was given a provisional 

license taking up duties on 1st February. 

9ŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ мфтл ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǇƛƭƻǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

recommended that four pilots were really needed in Fowey to ensure sufficient off duty times. This 

was agreed by the pilots and Trinity House and Pilot Joel Perkin was licensed transferring from the 

St.Ives district. He was appointed in July. This appointment ment a rota for duty was drawn up. 

Lƴ мфтм 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŎƭŀȅΩǎ takeover of the jetties was going ahead and changes to the ways which 

loading would take place at nos 3 and 4 jetties were explained by Mr Williams for ECCC.A new berth 

5/6 was to be constructed with number 8 jetty the only one served directly by rail. 

Pilot Lloyd Dunn retired at the end of September 1971 after a long a distinguished career. Pilot 

M.L.Mitcheel transferred from the Gravesend pilotage district and was licensed from 1st September  

 Fowey pilots and their boatmen were based in Polruan where they were required to live. They each 

owned their own 20ft boarding boats which were moored off Polruan quay. Each pilot had two 

boatmen who put pilots on board. They were self-employed charging the ship owners via the agents 

ǘƻ ǘƛŜ ǳǇΣ ǳƴǘƛŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘǎΩ ōƻŀǘǎΦ ! ǿŀǘŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

top of Saviours hill. Things were basic in the hut and approaching ships would signal with flags then 

aldiss lamp and VHF radio. Channel 9 was allocated for this purpose. A VHF license was granted on 

8th November 1972 for £9 PA under the Port Station section. Until the mid-тлΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ōƻŀǘǎ 

were used often heading off up to 3 miles when the weather permitted. Prior to this the pilots had 

sailing cutters and often went quite far to find vessels to pilot. 



 

 

Navigating in the dark in the harbour and in particular leaving was difficult. In 1965 the 

pilots requested a  light shine up river at St Catherines castle. A new steady orange light was 

then located below the wall with a electric feed off the supply to St. Catherines light house. 



 

In 1973 the Fowey pilots made representations about the stationing of a large pilot cutter to 

be used for boarding and landing instead of the small motor boats. Trinity house was 

ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ мо Wǳƭȅ мфто ŀ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŎǳǘǘŜǊ άYŜǊƴƻǿέ!ǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ 

obtaining of VHF radio for both ports pilotage service was looked into.In Par there existed a 

system of flag signals for entering and leaving the harbour.There was also the question of a 

cutter fund and VHF fund to pay for boats and radios which needed approval from the 

chamber of shipping and a byelwaw permitting it.¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άYŜǊƴƻǿέ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ 

November and she was returned to Falmouth. {ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

sea conditions of  foweys entrance and was expensive to operate and there were proplems 

with the port shaft. 

Up until September 1973 it had been the practise for the boatmen to tie the boat alongside 

the ship inward bound .This was now considered to be dangerous and the practise was 

stopped.  

In January 1974 Trinity House Offered the Medway Number 7 at a price of £12000.There 

ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ ŎǳǘǘŜǊ ά±ŜǊǎƛǘƛƭŜέ ŦƻǊ н ƻǊ  о ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

was in Falmouth.She spent a period from 19th February to 17th April 1975 in Fowey before 

returning to the I.O.W. 

¢ƘŜ άaŜŘǿŀȅέ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ CƻǿŜȅ ƻƴ мst May 1974 but proved unsuitable in a following sea 

and she was withdrawn and left on 23rd June to be bought by the Newlyn Pilots. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ά!ƭōƛŎƻǊŜέ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊƻǿ ƛƴ CǳǊƴŜǎǎ Ǉƛƭƻǘ 

boat fund She was delivered to Fowey on 16th November 1974 . She proved to slow but a 

good sea boat .Investigations were carried out with regard to re engining her to give more 

speed.She suffered some flooding damage whilst in Fowey due to a faulty seacock. 

The pilot cutter Viney Peglar was inspected in Bristol later in 1975. 



Pilot Benjamin decided to leave the pilotage in July 1975 and from an initial list of 34 Mr 

K.P.Guy was selected  

Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфтр tƛƭƻǘ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άDƻǊŜ tƻƛƴǘέ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎǎ [ȅƴƴ 

Harbour authority. !ŦǘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ άDƻǊŜ tƻƛƴǘ ά ǿŀǎ 

purchased on 18th June and arrived in Fowey on 15th WǳƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ά!ƭōƛŎƻǊŜέ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

hire and returned to Barrow for sale.έGore Pointέ had been built as the prototype for the 

wb[LΩǎ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƭƛŦŜōƻŀǘ. 

Her arrival marked a change in the way the Pilots operated. Based in Polruan, they now used the 

Gore Point as the boarding and landing boat and the individually owned boats became lines boats 

and were transferred to Trinity House. The Gore Point was moored off Polruan quay adjacent to the 

fairway on a heavy-duty harbour commissioners mooring to seaward of the four boarding boats 

which became lines boats. 

The pilots worked two on and two off with Mike Randolph and Joel Perkins together whilst Mike 

Mitchell and Sam Guy worked together.  

Early in 1978 the sub commissioners considered the plans drawn up by W.Visicks & Sons Ltd 

of Deveron to build a 30ft steel pilot cutter for Par Harbour.It was agreed by all that a cutter 

was essential for Par especially as the Dept of Trade requirements had changed.The General 

council of British Shipping would have to agree an increase in  the shipping and landing 

charge before agreement to proceed could be arranged.With th go ahead given buiding 

started in November 1978 

 



There was a pilotage (amendment) order 1979: Statutory Instruments 1979; no. 1340 

(1979) 

 

The Par pilot boat capsised whilst towing a vessel in Par harbour on 16th January 1982. At 

2105hrs the pilot boat left the harbour and went to m.v.Clafen with pilot Dunn and crew 

members   Johnny Avril and Tom Endyean. Having put the pilot aboard they entered 

harbour and as the ship came though the enterance they picked up starboard headline as a 

tow rope. The Pilot boat towed to stbd to swing the ship then acted as check .As the weight 

came the boat took a list to port and then suddenly capsizes. Both Tom and John were 

trapped underneath. 

Tom got out and clambered onto upturned hull while John remained trapped ending up in 

engine space as lid had opened. Eventually he got out and both were recovered to shore 

having swollowed sea water and diesel. 



A broken engine mount had caused the engine to vibrate and as a result a inlet water pipe 

had fractured. The ingress of water reduced the stability and as a consequence she 

capsised.Extensive repairs  were carried out with the engines going back to the makers and 

the builders, Visicks, carrying out other work.A new stability test was carried out on her 

return to service. 

 

Pilotage Act 1983 
An Act to consolidate the Pilotage Acts 1913 and 1936  and certain provisions of  the Merchant 

Shipping Act 1979. 
 

Continuation in being of existing organisation 

(1) There shall continue to be a body corporate called the Pilotage Commission (in this Act referred to as " 

the Commission ") and the Commission constituted under the [1979 c. 39.] Merchant Shipping Act 1979 

and in being immediately before the commencement of this Act shall continue in being as the Commission 

for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of any pilotage order made under section 9 of this Act, every pilotage district 

and every pilotage authority established, constituted, or incorporated under the [1913 c. 31.] Pilotage Act 

1913 and in being immediately before the commencement of this Act shall continue in being as a pilotage 

district or, as the case may be, a pilotage authority for the purposes of this Act. 

The small boats taken over by sub commissioners on 8th June 1984 became the property of Trinity 

House boat fund. 

In November 1986 the Harbour Commissioners leased Polruan lookout for pilots. A meeting was 

held on 13th November that year between FHC, ECC Ports, Trinity House sub commissioners and 

pilots re future and proposed piloatge act.Employment of pilots was seen to be an option at that 

time with other options to be considered. 

30th june 1988 ECC ports request FHC to be CHA under new act.and provide lines service 

 The Pilotage Act 1987 established each United Kingdom port as a Competent Harbour Authority 

όά/I!έύ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ /I!ǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǇƛƭƻǘŀƎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƛǇǎ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

approaches of their harbours. The Act requires CHAs to keep under consideration what pilotage 

services are needed to secure the safety of ships in or in the approaches to its harbour and gives 

them powers to: make pilotage compulsory within their area and levy reasonable charges for the use 



of a pilot; authorise persons to act as pilots within their area; and grant pilotage exemption 

certificates to any master or first mate who has the skill, experience or local knowledge to pilot their 

own ship in a compulsory pilotage area. It also requires the Secretary of State to maintain a list of 

CHAs. 

 

 

The Pilotage Act of 1987 transferred responsibility for the pilotage district of Fowey to the Fowey 

Harbour Commissioners and, from 1st October 1988, the Pilots became self-employed licensed by 

FHC. The Pilotage Act of 1987 reorganised pilotage on a national basis. The Act provided that Marine 

Pilotage, for any given port, should fall under the auspices of a Competent Harbour Authority (CHA) 

and ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ¦Y ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƴŜ tƛƭƻǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ CƻǿŜȅΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ 

Trinity House pilots. 

Within the new arrangements the harbour Authority could employ the pilots. However, after 

discussions the Harbour Commissioners agreed to offer the pilots the option to remain self-

employed and in June 1988 pilots wrote to release FHC from employment option. 

 

 



The Fowey Harbour, Par and Charlestown (Application of Pilotage Act 1987) 

Order 1988 

 
1st October 1988 pilotage act came into force. Par became part of Fowey Harbour Commissioners 

pilotage responsibilities as did Charlestown. 6 pilots and Graham Braybyn in Charlestown were all 

licensed by The Fowey Harbour Commissioners along with the boats which were all 

transferred to the ownership of Fowey Harbour.  



Initially the boatmen who were also linesmen had a contract with the pilots for the service 

of tying up ships and handling their lines. Par harbour management later agreed in January 

1990 for those services in Par to be carried out under the Fowey Harbour Commissioners 

management. From then the linesmen contracted with the harbour commissioners and 

carried out day to day running maintenance on the boats. 

In the August it was decided to buy a relief pilot boat capable of relieving in all the harbours as the 

backup of a relief cutter from Trinity House no longer existed. άPenleathέ was purchased from 

Weymouth and with some conversions qualified as a pilot boat under the new regulations.  45000 

Fowey reached its peak of cargo handle in 1988/89 when 1.86 million tons were exported, and 868 

ships used the port. There were 2376 acts of pilotage in 1989. From then on tonnages and acts 

declined as ships got bigger and the slurry cargo loaded at no 3 jetty was transferred to Par. 

In 1988 the Pilotage act transferred the duties to Fowey Harbour Commissioners as the CHA. They 

also became CHA for Par and Charlestown. The commissioners and pilots agreed that they would 

remain self-employed, and a formal partnership agreement was formed including the Par Pilots.A 

contract was signed with the Harbour Commissioners to provide the services. The Fowey boatmen 

and par boatmen also formed formal partnerships and contracted with the pilots. 

Denis Beynon sadly died shortly afterwards, and Mike Mitchell and Joel Perkins took retirement. 

The Merchant Shipping (Pilot Boat) regulation 1991 came into force in April 1991 requiring all pilot 

boats to meet a strict form of construction, operation and safety with surveys and certification. 

 A new pilot boat berth was commenced south of where No 1 jetty once stood with the piles for a 

pontoon built at Brazen Island was stationed in March 1992. The pilotage base was moved from 

Polruan to Fowey. A building was provided by Imerys for the pilots and boatmen There was a 

separate base in Par. The cutter and boarding boats were moored on the pontoon and with modern 

communications and a VHF relay station in place, the pilots were allowed to live in places of their 

choice. The boats and some other equipment, were transferred to the Harbour Commissioners in 

the pilotage act. The boatmen looked after their day-to-day upkeep whilst the harbour master 

organised the maintenance programme including compliance with the new pilot boat regulations. 

The new era started with Sam Guy, Mike Randolph, Charlie Wood, Phil Lynacker and Roger Dunn as 

the pilots serving the two ports and covering Charlestown where the harbour master was the 

authorised pilot.   

 



A programme of introducing new, younger pilots was introduced and Will Mitchell, son of 

Mike Mitchell, who was serving as deputy harbour master and commenced training in June 

1998. 

With the pilot station now established in the docks the harbour commissioners released the 

lease on the ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ lookout in Polruan for the National Coastwatch institute to establish a 

station. The pilots and mainly the boatmen were given the use of the old coastguard hut 

near the storm signal mast as a base to use and store equipment. 

When the Port Marine Safety Code was introduced formal passage plans were introduced 

with the Pilot briefing the master on the proposed part of the vessels voyage and once 

agreed the plan was signed and copies kept by both parties. These were then attached to 

any subsequent incident report should one occur. Risk assessments also became a function 

of the safety management system. 

Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мффу ǘƘŜ IŀǊōƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎ ŜȄ 5ƻǾŜǊ ƭƛŦŜōƻŀǘ άwƻǘŀǊȅ 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wb[L ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǊŜƴŀƳŜ ά¢ǊŜŦŦǊȅέΣ DƻǊŜ tƻƛƴǘ 

became the relief cutter.  

This allowed her to work in other ports and in September 1999 she went on her first charter to 

Plymouth whilst their boat was in refit. The engines overheated whilst there due to cooling water 

blockage and the CO2 system installed when the engines were replaced went off.  

She did other reliefs in the following January and again in June, in September 2002, July 2003 and 

June 2005. 

ά¢ǊŜŦŦǊȅά had been built in 1973 as one of only two Thames class lifeboats serving in Falmouth and 

Dover. A very similar hull to the Gore Point she was finer forward but faster and wetter. In 2005 she 

had the Duke of Kent on board delivering him to Charlestown after the Fowey Lifeboat which he was 

on was called out on service. 

In 2000 her annual survey confirmed significant corrosion between the aluminium and steel 

structures. She underwent some major repairs to plating and fendering. 

As Imerys needed the building used in Par a new office was established in the old 

weighbridge early in 2000 and later that year Lloyd Paynter started duties as a pilot co-

ordinator whilst keeping all the records of pilotage acts and shipping orders. The pilots used 

it as their main office. 

A new Par pilot boat was needed that would comply with the pilot boat regulations and the 

towage duties. In April 2003 Toms yard in Polruan having won the contract to build a 

suitable vessel laid the keel of the new vessel. She was handed over in June 2004 and took 

up duties in Par. Shortly after the Par Pilot was sold to Langstone. 

In January 2006 the Harbour Board decided to sell the Gore Point and a replacement cutter would 

be sourced. Treffry would also then be sold as the Polmear was available for reliefs along with 

Penleath. Trade in the ports had dropped and Par was soon to close. 



In March 2006 Gore Point was sold to Howard Marine, Plymouth. John Howard had worked with her 

whilst she was on relief, and he used her as a work boat and relief pilot in the port. 

In 2006 Imerys Minerals announced that they were going to close Par harbour to 

commercial shipping and would use Fowey with its deep water and rail connection as their 

main export port. 

Lƴ aŀȅ нллс ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ά¢ǊŜŦŦǊȅέ would be sold with a fibre glass replacement being 

sought. In October 2006 a bid was accepted by the Fowey Harbour Commissioners board, and she 

was sold to Castletownbere in Ireland. She sailed on 24th October 2006. 

The Board of the Harbour Commissioners had decided to source a modern fibre glass pilot 

cutter. Several were inspected including one in Torbay however, it was finally agreed to 

ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ IǳƳōŜǊ tƛƭƻǘǎ ōƻŀǘ bǳƳōŜǊ п άIǳƳōŜǊ DŜƳέ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ōȅ [D{! 

Marine on 19th April 2006 in the Albert Dock in Hull. 

Purchase was completed on 8th May 2006. The transaction was overseen by Captain Matt 

Hodson, Deputy Harbour master and the passage crew of Pilot Will Mitchell, Steve Barker, 

Jim Hoddinott as engineer and Nathan Perkins a pilot boatman set sail on 9th May with stop 

overs in Great Yarmouth and Shoreham arriving on 11th May. 

άGribbinέ then entered a major refit program with both Scania engines being taken out and 

rebuilt. Other work was undertaken, and she was completely repainted, and exhausts 

replaced. She had been worked hard with little time for maintenance and now was the time 

to give her a complete going over so that when she started in service she would be like new. 

She entered service at the end of November. The Treffry sailed for Ireland on 24th October 

2006. 

In 2015 it was decided that a more suitable relief cutter was needed. This would also give the 

opportunity to charter cutters out as reliefs to port with only one available port in south Wales had 

Severn Navigator coming up for sale and a sale was agreed in November 2015. She was a sister to 

the Gribbin and had started her life in the Humber fleet. Having finished her duties when a new 

cutter arrived to replace her, she made passage to Fowey arriving on 15 Feb 2016 by sea from 

Swansea. Having undergone slipping and maintenance her name was changed to άDŀƭƭŀƴǘέΦ 



 
Charlie woods, Jimmy Rolo, Mike Mitchell, Tony Raymond,Joel Perkin, Sam Guy, Phil Linekar, Roger 

Dunn, John Tett, Mike Randolph, Clive Tregidgeo, Andy Dunn, John Avrill , Squeaky Peak,     

Johnathan Rashleigh and Tom Endyean  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trinity House sub commissioners of pilotage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon secretaries  

R.W.BATE 1915-41 

Carl Roy Pick 1941 - 54 

John Louis Toyne 54 ς 63 

Ross Carter 1963-77 

J.A.Samuel 1977 - 88 

 

Chairman 
Sir Arthur Quiller couch 1914  

Col E. Treffry July 36- 1940 

S. Barker 1940 -51 

R.Bryne 51-54 

John Louis Toyne 54 ς 63 

J.H.Samuel 63- 69 

Captain D.M.Fyffe 1969-78 

R.A.D.Cambridge 1978 ς 80 

F.M.P.Pearce 1980 - 1988 

 

 



The pilots 

  

the old Dunns 

Back row :- Ernest Dunn, Moses Dunn snr, a Trinity house seaman,  Moses Dunn Jnr and William 
Jackson( boatman for Moses Dunn Jnr) 

Front row not known. 

 

aƻǎŜǎ 5ǳƴƴΩǎ !ǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜ ƛƴŘŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ 



 

1912 - Moses Dunn ς recommendation to be a Trinity house pilot 

  

Moses Dunn and his fishing boat crew. Possibly Sir Wilfred a Dandy. 



 
Moses Dunn, Tomlin and Climo with pipe and basket. A number 7 on the bow 

 

 

aƻǎŜǎ 5ǳƴƴΩǎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘ aƛǎŦƛǘ C¸муп. No pilot boat number on the bow or on the sail 

 

 

 



William John Salt  

 

Frederick Johns and Henry Harvey Salt 

    

 

 

 

 

 



Captain William Joseph Shea 

 

 

Fred Dunn 1924 - 1964 

 

 Fred Dunn, Par Pilot on his retirement with Captain Owen, Par Harbour Master and the deputy 

Harbour Master. 



 

At his retirement do with Sir Allan Dalton 

 

 

Capt Alfred Pooley, 

boatman Bert Carravick 

and Fred Dunn on the 

right 



Thomas J. Coates  1944- 1963 Mevagissey and Charlestown 

 

Roger Dunn 1960 - 2001 

 

Roger Dunn aboard Par pilot heading out to a ship         Roger Dunn 41 years a pilot 



 

William Lloyd Dunn 1952 ς 1971 

мфсф [ƭƻȅŘ 5ǳƴƴΩǎ ōƻŀǘƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ WƻƘƴ /ǳǊǘƛǎ ŀƴŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ wŀƴŘƻƭǇƘ ǿŀǎ ¢ƻƴȅ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ 

 



  

Pilot Lloyd Dunn and with boatmen John and Terry Curtis 

 

Dennis Beynon 1965 ς 1989 

 

9ŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ 5ŜƴƴƛǎΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ 



 

 

Captain Bill Benjamin 1969 - 1975 

  
 

 



Captain Mike Randolph 1967 - 1983 

 

At the controls on the bridge wing                                  about to board a ship 

 

Watching the Polmear turn the ship in the swing ground     at the naming of the pilot cutter Treffry  

 

aƛƪŜΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ DŜǊǊȅ Williams chair of the harbour commissioners 



Captain Mike Mitchell 1971 - 1988 

Previously a Gravesend Pilot 

     

 

  

/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ aƛƪŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ 

Left to right:-Sam Guy, Joel Perkin, Charlie Woods, Mike Mitchell (seated), Mike Randolph, 

Roger Dunn and Phil Linekar. 



Captain Joel Perkin 1970 ς 1989  

previously St. Ives pilot 

 

 
Joel Perkin with Mike Mitchell, Capt Mike Sutherland Harbour Master and 

Captain Dave Gammons deputy H.M.ƻƴ WƻŜƭΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ 

 

 

 

 



Captain Kenneth (Sam) Guy 1976 - 2006 

 
Conning the ship from the wheelhouse          his retirement with Gerry Williams and Mike          

Randolph 

 
Boarding a ship watched by the pilot boatman     and a cup of tea on the way into the harbour. 

 

 

 

 



Graham Braybyn:- Charlestown 1976-1992 

          

Pictures courtesy of Lyndon D.Allen 

Captain Charlie Woods 1989 - 2013 

  

     

 



Chris Profit    1993  -  

    Charlestown pilot 

       Captain William Mitchell 1998 - 2023 

  

   



Capt. Richard Davies 2001 - 2006 

  

  

    Captain Paul Thomas 2004 - 

   



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


