Schooner Waterwitch
	Vessel Name
	Official Number
	Signal letters
	Rig /Type 
	Where built
	Builder
	Year built
	Year end
	reg tons

	WATER WITCH
	62194
	SJVH
	 Brigantine Barkantine 
	Poole rebuilt Par
	Thomas Meadus 
	1872 1918
	1944
	167

	  OWNERS/ MANAGERS/REGISTRATION DETAILS
	Notes
	MASTERS

	1872 Henry and James Ash, Portsmouth .1910 J.D.Mutton but reg in Portsmouth.  1919 Edward Stephens, Par (MO) 1937 Miss Annie Stephens,Treglines, Par /Thomas J. Stephens, 3 Elm Park,Par.
	registered in Portsmouth 24th May 1872. LOA 112 ft x 25.8ft x 12.8 ft 22nd April 1875 was in collision with another \brigantine Wilsons of Colchester. she sustained damage and put into Hartlepool for repairs. 1916 bought by Edward Stephens damaged in Newlyn Towed to Par in May 1918. Rebuilt by Tregaskis started life as a Brigantine converted to a barque in 1920 in Par. Previously registered in Portsmouth. sold to Finland in 1939 for £325. owners J.Riis and others  registered in  Tallin, Estonia.      originally used on fruit trade and stockfish.   Often crewed by Trinty house pilot apprentices gaining sea time for their certificates.       
	T.Meades 1872-83                           Thomas 1881                   Madgwick 1884 -85                Thomas 1881                  H.H.Gardener to 1900                      J.Smith                                              Pennicott                     Thomas Mutton 1910  to 1916                               Bate 1916-18                 Charles Henry  Deacon 1918-1935           B.R.Carrivick  1935-1936
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The Fowey Barquentine 'Waterwitch' off Dover
Arthur Royce Bradbury (1892–1977)
Russell-Cotes Art Gallery & Museum
[image: "Waterwitch off Gribben Head"]

off Gribbin Head painting by Gordon Frickers
 Measuring 112 feet in length by 25 feet in the beam and a tonnage of 206 gross,

Below an article largely based on one by Gordon Frickers from his research on the Waterwitch
The name most associated with Par harbour, Tregaskes appeared in the 1860’s, when a Saint Austell merchant, Samuel Moss launched the schooner, “Lizzie Trenberth”, built by chief shipwright Richard Tregaskes.
It was his son, who was apprenticed to the yard and served at sea and work a while in America Benjamin Moss Tregaskes who repaired the Stephens Fleet including Waterwitch and Jane Banks.
The barquentine “Waterwitch” was built at Poole, Dorset as an ocean-going brig and operated as such, a deep water trading vessel with 2 masts both square rigged. In 1872 Thomas Meadus completed 2 years building, when his new 206.26 registered ton brig “Waterwitch” put to sea. She was 112′ stem to aft head posts, beam 25.8′, very solidly & soundly built, and apparently framed of surplus oak purchased from Portsmouth Naval Dockyard. Her keel was American & English elm, the rest of English oak with 3½” (minimum) pitch pine for planking & English Elm below the waterline fastened with tree nails & yellow bolts, reinforced with iron Knees and she was salted throughout. She did not have a figure head. “Waterwitch” was originally rigged with double topsails, single top gallants and royals on both fore & main masts. Second ship of the year 1872 registered at Portsmouth, she was owned by Henry & James Ash, coal & potato merchants.
She could set studding sails & was crewed by a master, Captain William Meades, certificated, aged 32 of Southsea, plus mate, cook, two able & three ordinary seamen.
This was increased to 10 in winters.
She traded coastal in particular to Hull, Newcastle, London, Liverpool, Swansea and too much of Europe including the Spanish Islands for fresh fruit, even to North America. In her later years she experienced many aspects of the home trade eventually owned at and operating from Fowey, Cornwall as part of the John Stephens fleet.
Of her early voyages, we know she started in ballast from Poole for Swansea where she loaded coal for Dieppe. In those days the British still favoured brigs over schooners. She worked in the fruit trade where she was considered fast. She then made 9 round trips to Sunderland for coal to Seaham harbour, Portsmouth, or Cowes before making her first transatlantic voyage in ballast to Montreal for wheat which was discharged at Galway.
Most of her voyages were in the home trade, frequently to France.
She was destined to become the last square-rigged engineless ship registered at a British port regularly carrying cargo.
The whole crew of ten ate at the master’s table. The master’ pay was £8:10s per voyage made very profitable if he did a good job of the ship’s office work. Crew sailed for a 30 day month at £5:10s for a mate & £3:10s for an able seaman. She had good (for the times) accommodation for her master, not unusual for vessels of her type. His paneled cabin set in the aft triangle of the ship was entered down a companionway that made a 90 degree turn in about 9 feet of fall. Cramped but comfortable, the 2 cabin sides were fitted with narrow hard upholstered seats, backed by panels rising 3 feet, above which were shelves with “stanchion” style fiddle rails, covered with “sea junk”. Above the shelf were paneled lockers to the deck head. Aft, a square mirror was let into the paneling. Built into the bulkhead, portside for’ard was originally a cast iron stove, later a cast iron fireplace; starboard side was a door leading to the companionway & the mate’s cabin. Between the seats on a single stem, a triangular folding table. The hollow structure of a skylight occupied part of the deck head, below it swung a large oil lamp & a telltale compass was fixed at the aft end of the skylight.
The master would be able to hear the helmsman above & the creak of the steering gear aft.
She seems to have been a happy ship, throughout her life it was difficult to get a berth on her.
She was not a particularly fast ship, but a powerful one. Well handled, she sometimes made 2 trips when most other ships made one. She soon built a reputation for speed which stayed with her for her life.
She was badly damaged in foul weather in 1877 so had to undergo extensive repairs.
Her first change in appearance came after a collision in the Solent with a steamer that cost her bows, bowsprit & jib boom. Taken into Portsmouth by a naval tug, she reemerged with a straight stem & standing bowsprit, still no figurehead.
Her next commander, Captain Madgewick had her altered in 1884 at Seaham, during a series of visits. As an economy measure, she was altered to the handier Barquentine rig.
Her masts were moved & altered & a mizzen added.  Her foremast was re-stepped, the main yards moved to the fore & the main scrapped.
She still sported Studding sail booms which she kept until 1916.During the changes she made several voyages & one results was her being listed at Lloyds before her new mizzen was stepped, incorrectly as brigantine.
Captain Madgewick was unlucky enough to fall overboard & drown, on New Year’s Day, 1885.
Captain Harry Gardner took her next & under him she acquired the right to take her turn with fully powered steamers at the Northern loading piers at Hull and Newcastle.
She acquired the nickname of Ash’s Steamer because of her reliable regular passages.
She had a reputation for being a hard case ship, and was also known among the seamen as the “Portsmouth Workhouse“!
For the following 38 years she worked mostly carrying coal from the North to the Camber at Portsmouth. She had too deep a draft to be really suitable for most coastal harbours. However, her modified rig was very successful. During these hard driven years, she was maintained mostly at Littlehampton, Sussex, Harvey’s Yard. Their records show major services in 1896 for much re-planking, 1901 for sheathing & again in 1907.
She stayed with the Ash family until the firm was dissolved in 1905.
She was bought by Lt-Col A.E. Flowers of Portsmouth & continued in the same trade.
In October 1910 at the age of 32 she changed owners again, became a West Country, Cornish ship, purchased by Mr. W.J.D. Mutton of Fowey. She was refitted at Truro. She went to sea under Captain Thomas Mutton, based at Falmouth, trading mostly with China clay to the Mersey & began an even harder career, a new even more active life mostly to South Wales & the Mersey, the next Severn years being particularly adventurous.
Besides the hazards of the sea, she was in and out of France and she had 2 brushes with enemy submarines, the second being a torpedo attack which happily failed before the torpedo reached her.
She continued to often carry China Clay, mostly to the Mersey. In 1916, Captain Mutton retired & was replaced by Captain Bate who sailed “Waterwitch” to France thence to the Mersey where she suffered a collision so severe she was 4 months under repair, a financial disaster. It was the beginning of a hard time for Captain Bate and his crew.
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At the first opportunity, repaired, she spread sail for the open sea; she left Liverpool, and the Mersey heavily laden with coal for her home port of Falmouth. Off the Longships rocks (Land’s End), a South – Easterly gale sprang up with a heavy threatening swell. Captain Bate decided to put her hard on the wind for the Lizard peninsular. They did well to clear Land’s End but found with the big seas and strong currents she could not weather the dangerous Lizard so he put her into Mount’s Bay to lie in the relative shelter of the lee of Mullion Roads. Two anchors were laid, soon both cables parted. “Waterwitch” was forced off the shore, her crew had to hurry to set sail & square away before the gale. With the small Port of Newlyn under her lee at the other side of the bay she had little time and little choice but to try for the wave swept entrance. The flood tide was making, there was 12 feet of water in the harbour entrance & “Waterwitch” had nowhere else to go except the beach or the rocks.
Unfortunately, heavily loaded as she was and with that swell, she needed more than the 13′ 9″ she was drawing aft. As “Waterwitch” entered Newlyn Harbour she struck the bottom with such force that 30′ of her keel & her rudder were torn off. She was lucky not to be dismasted.
The rising tide lifted the stricken vessel. Leaking badly, she drifted onto the North pier outside the harbour proper. The Navy intervened, using boats to tow her back to the harbour only to have her hit bottom again in the entrance. This time the shock upset her cabin stove.
The resulting fire badly damaged her stern above the waterline. She settled.
An attempt soon after, to raise her failed. Abandoned were she lay, poor “Waterwitch” was stripped to her lower masts & left to lay in the harbour entrance all through the winter of 1917. She filled with every tide & even after the Ranger eventually moved her to lie inside with the fishing boats, she presented a very forlorn sight, semi derelict, holed, singed, of use only to the gulls. Tenders were sought for breaking her, the end of “Waterwitch“.
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As the war was ending though, there was a severe shortage of shipping and Waterwitch‘s luck changed. Edward Stephens of Fowey bought her with her cargo. The Stephens were themselves descendants of a family well known in the fruit trade to the Azores. Thomas Stephens came & built a hut on her poop deck. He lived there & directed the discharge & sale of her cargo. He had her patched pumped & salvaged. Late one day in May 1918 she floated again. By 03.00 o clock in the morning, the day after next, she had been towed to Par Harbour & gone into Ben Tregaskes dry dock. The veteran was to be rebuilt by the Cornishmen.
[image: ]
They did “a proper job”! Supervised by Captain Deacon.All above deck was renewed including her bowsprit & jiboom, except the fore & main lower masts & no Royals were fitted. Below, a foot was cut from her draft & substantial repairs made to her vital timbers, hog, keel, keelson & frames.
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Then Captain C H Deacon took her, once more, to sea. She was never quite the ship she had been. It was considered though, that she was handier & better suited to the coastal trade.
She could still make 9.2 knots when full & bye, she retained her reputation for fast reliable passages, handled well & most importantly made a lot of money.
A typical master of the old school, Charles Deacon, born in 1862 at Beesands in Devon was an “unqualified” master of “Waterwitch“.He was a non-smoker & teetotal, universally acknowledged as one of the finest seamen & a hard driver. Two of his commands were sunk by enemy action, both during the First World War, the “Ocean Swell” and the “Bessie Stephens“. He was given command of “Waterwitch“, replacement for the “Ocean Swell” & stayed with her for 17 years. In latter days he was described as bronzed and gypsy like in appearance, including gold earrings. His dress invariably included a fur cap and 19th century style seaman’s leather thigh boots. Always a driver of ships, a favourite technique in light air and calms was to stand at the break of the quarter deck lighting matches to check for wind direction. After working on a farm, at 18 he went to sea in a Brixham schooner. He found he said, life at sea was easier than farming. Proud of being a Devon man, he soon took to sailing in Cornish vessels. He joined the Stephens fleet of Fowey & at the age of 32 was put in charge of a schooner. He was to remain in commands with the same owners for 42 years.
During his time with Stephens no ship he commanded was lost by accident.
After the war, the prosperous trades gradually declined. Keeping “Waterwitch” trading became slowly more difficult. Ridged economy kept her going well beyond most of her rivals.
Gradually as cargo became more difficult to obtain, foreign vessels could trade on England and British could not trade in most of Europe, she was neglected and suffered accordingly.
She still looked handsome, even when lying in Falmouth in the 1920’s near the restored “Cutty Sark“.

In 1927 off Rock Ferry Waterwitch was run down by the steamer Canadian Highlander.
Her bowsprit was once again bodily wrenched out. 1930 saw her in Par Docks for extensive repairs. Her hull was still sound, but it was necessary to fit a new keelson. In 1932 she was still making good passages, Plymouth to Goole in 48 hours, Fowey to Antwerp with china clay, in 32 hours, dock to dock. She continued to have narrow escapes as well, almost blowing ashore with Flambourgh Head under her lee in 1930, developing a near fatal leak soon after, & losing a topsail yard off Land’s End in yet another gale. Freight was getting harder to come by & rates were low.
As other sailing ships, great & small disappeared; “Waterwitch” sailed on into a unique place in British history. After the loss of the Garthpool in 1929, her final great distinction was to be the last British square rigged merchant sailing vessel to operate out of a home port. She became famous.
More than the last great steel deep sea traders, “Waterwitch” fittingly represented the last of the old style of ships, her size, build, rig and mode of operation truly represented the once numerous & now ghostly fleets of old. As she became unique, so she attracted the attentions of journalists, artists and adventurous young men. Often holders of a master certificate in steam, anxious to add a square sail ticket to their record served her. She took to sea many experienced mariners for seagoing training for Trinity House. They wished to qualify for Pilot & needed time in square sail for a full ticket.
In 1935, Captain B.R. Carrivick replaced Captain Deacon who retired & sadly died soon after. Carrivick sailed her well making many quick runs, Falmouth to Runcorn (on the R. Dee) in 7 days, Holyhead to Falmouth in 3 days.
The end of the “red duster” under engineless square sail finally came when in the spring of 1936. Edward Stephens, last of the British ship owners & operators, died. “Waterwitch” discharged a cargo of china clay at Weston Point & lay there through April. When new orders arrived it was appropriately to load coal at Runcorn on the Dee, she went to sea on the 5th of May bound with her final British cargo for Falmouth which she made, reliable to the end, on the 10th of May. She sailed again on the 16th of May 1936 for Par. Arriving the next day she had quietly completed the last voyage ever made with cargo by an engineless British square rigger.
She joined the “Jane Banks” (ex Frau Minna Peterson) which had also made an historic last voyage, thought barely survived it. Jane banks was the last British square rigger to trade abroad. Together they lay at first in Par harbour, latter on the beach outside, for 3 years.
They became a forlorn sight as their yards went askew, weather bleached them & seagulls whitened them. The ships attracted many potential buyers. There was talk of them becoming training ships.
Ben Tregaskis wanted to see her preserved for viewing, so the next generation “could see what they were like“. Eventually in 1939 both were sold to an Estonian partnership for approximately £1,100. Waterwitch was sold to Estonia a year after Jane Banks having also been repaired by Ben Tregaskes of Par to Board of Trade standard.
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Lydon Sydney Allen’s photo
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Scale: 1:48. A waterline exhibition model of the barquentine ‘Waterwitch’ (1871). The
She was refitted for the last time at Ben Tregaske’s yard then, some say she loaded china clay at Par for the Baltic. It was also reported in the Cornish Guardian and Western Morning News she left Par in ballast, towed clear by 2 motor boats and directed by Fred Dunn, pilot.
This time on the 3rd of May, under a new flag, she did finally attract a small crowd mostly of people related to the Stephens and her former captains, to see her off. Fred Dunn left her under all fore & aft canvas at 7.20 p.m., heading west towards Charlestown, As Fred Dunn left her, “Waterwitch” was looking for a slant of breeze to clear her for the English Channel and the North Sea. She reached her new home & port of register, Jagarhu on the island of Saaremaa off the coast of Estonia in 30 or 40 days. She then entered the timber trade & garnered her owners at least £400 a year.
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At the beginning of WW2 she was at Assene, Denmark. She sailed for her home but with the Baltic republics falling to occupation of the USSR, she was lost to British observers excepting one last report from a seaman who had known her well. He said he had seen the ship in a Baltic harbour, in her 73rd year, alas very dilapidated & the old ship was never heard of again.
The last English square rigger, an instrument which had served this country well, had left the narrow seas.
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[image: Waterwitch in a Bottle]
Waterwitch in a bottle, a model that is, reproduced with the kind permission of Mr S. Bailey of Poole, Dorset.
[image: A black and white photo of Waterwitch, a three-masted sailing ship, pictured in Falmouth Harbour.]
In Falmouth 
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Ship: Waterwitch; Official Number: 62194.

Thomas Mutton; rank/rating, master; age, 59; place of birth, Fowey; previous ship, same.
Archibald McKechie; rank/rating, mate; age, 30; place of birth, Glasgow; previous ship, same.
John Rosaden; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 25; place of birth, Ronneby Sweden; previous ship, Marita.
C Hall; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 26; place of birth, Modbury; previous ship, Hematope.
A Taylor; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 41; place of birth, Poole; previous ship, Northerton.
T Mitchell; rank/rating, steward and cook; age, 32; place of birth, Grenada; previous ship, Bellvelle.
Henry Pearce; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 50; place of birth, St Ives; previous ship, Torfrida.
W Sharp; rank/rating, cook; age, 16; place of birth, London; previous ship, Pearl.
G Cousins; rank/rating, mate; age, 54; place of birth, Lincolnshire; previous ship, Emma and [?].
Kristo Ohin; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 27; place of birth, Rison; previous ship, Faithley.
Ligundo Anderson; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 21; place of birth, Fridrukstel; previous ship, Faithley.
Ernest J Barry; rank/rating, cook and seaman; age, 32; place of birth, Par; previous ship, Abega.
Franky McPhetridge; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 32; place of birth, Glasgow; previous ship, Maneton.
Michael Godfrey; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 28; place of birth, Bootle; previous ship, Julia.
James Jorgenson; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 49; place of birth, Rison Norway; previous ship, Edwin.
Denis Miller; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 45; place of birth, Kingstown; previous ship, Adelaide.
Charles Gudmunssen; rank/rating, mate; age, 47; place of birth, Norway; previous ship, SS Allermash.
John Tierney; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 53; place of birth, Waterford; previous ship, Polly and Emily.
Richard Webb; rank/rating, able seaman; age, 37; place of birth, Bude; previous ship, Rothersand.
Date:	1915
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An Article written by Arthur Bradbury a crew man on the Waterwitch in Ships and Ship Models Magazine May 1932
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In Par.    http://www.poolehistory.org.uk/
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Captain Charlie Deacon
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In Falmouth 1934. Cutty Sark in the background
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1932 in Charlestown
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Being towed out of Looe.
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Laid up in Par with the Jane Banks 





An Article from National Maritime Museum by Lindsey Skinner – in Bartlett Blog ,news 21st June 2021
https://nmmc.co.uk/2021/06/waterwitch-the-last-of-the-line/

Waterwitch – The Last of The Line

Built in 1871 by the Poole shipwright Thomas Meadus, Waterwitch had spent most of her working life trading in north European waters mainly around the British Isles and France carrying coal cargoes. In 1934 Waterwitch was a well-known sight in Falmouth discharging coal at the gasworks, now a harbourside car park but that life was drawing towards its close. By the end of the decade Waterwitch ceased to be the last British square rigged sailing ship to carry cargo around the coast.

The Cornish Connection

Waterwitch was first registered in 1872 in Portsmouth and owned by Henry and James Ash, coal and potato merchants. She was retained by the Ash family until 1905 when she was purchased by Lieutenant Colonel Flowers, also of Portsmouth. Apart from a transatlantic voyage carrying wheat from Montreal to Galway, she mainly carried coal from Seaham in North East England to Portsmouth and the South Coast. In 1910 Waterwitch came into Cornish hands when she was bought by Mr Mutton of Fowey, refitted at Truro and based in Falmouth. After being purchased in 1918 by the Fowey shipowner Edward Stephens she remained in Cornwall, carrying coal and china clay, until 1939 when she was sold to Estonian owners.

A Career Full of Incident

Initially Waterwitch was built as a brig, a vessel with two square rigged masts but by 1884 the ship had been reconfigured as a barquentine, a vessel with a square rigged foremast and the remaining masts rigged fore and aft. This alteration was to improve the sailing qualities and during a long career in the coastal trade the vessel gained a reputation for reliability, speed and power. However it was also a career which was almost legendary in being full of incident. In 1877 Waterwitch was badly damaged by foul weather in the Solent requiring extensive repairs and later was involved in a collision with a steamer, also in the Solent, which caused damage to the bow and bowspit. In 1884 under the command of Captain Madgewick the alterations were made to convert the vessel to a barquentine but unfortunately on New Year’s Day 1885 the Captain fell overboard and was drowned. In the ensuing years as a hard working vessel mainly carrying cargoes of coal and china clay around the British coast there were various other incidents which required frequent repairs and replacements.
During World War I Waterwitch had two brushes with enemy submarines the second of which was a torpedo attack which fortunately failed. Fully laden with coal sailing from Runcorn for Falmouth the Waterwitch tried to enter Newlyn harbour in 1916 during a strong south easterly and struck the bottom. Badly damaged along her keel and with the rudder torn off the vessel was barely afloat when finally lifted. Fire had also damaged the stern above the waterline and she was a forlorn sight. However, she was purchased by the Fowey shipowner Edward Stephens and eventually towed to Par in May 1918 and rebuilt by there by Tregaskes.
Edward Stephens transferred the ship to the Fowey register under the command of Captain Charles Deacon of Charlestown a well-known and characterful seaman who was captain for the next 17 years. Waterwitch also remained a successful and prosperous coastal trader although she continued to have narrow escapes and incidents such as in 1927 when she was run down off Rock Ferry by the Canadian steamer Highlander. In 1935 Captain Deacon retired and in the spring of 1936, Edward Stephens had died bringing his business of sailing ships to an end. On 5th May 1936 Waterwitch loaded a final cargo of coal at Runcorn which arrived five days later in Falmouth. On 16th May the ship sailed empty from Falmouth for the last time for Par where she remained for the next three years, first in the harbour and then beached, until sold to Estonian owners in 1939. Loaded with a cargo of china clay she sailed for the Baltic and finally sank there off the north coast of Estonia in autumn 1944.

A Happy Ship

Despite a long history of incidents Waterwitch was regarded as a happy ship and there was no problem in recruiting crews. There were up to ten in a crew including the master, the mate and a cook. The crew all ate together, and the accommodation was considered to be good of its type.  The ownership remained in relatively few hands over the years and captains were chosen for their sailing abilities, and their qualities in training and managing a successful crew.
Until 1937 British steamship officers wishing to train as pilots needed experience in square- rigged vessels before Trinity House would employ them. After 1929 Waterwitch was the last British vessel able to provide this and in the later ‘Cornish’ years numerous young officers obtained valuable training under Captain Deacon’s command.
The photograph taken from the exhibition is of a sailing ship which had a hard-working life full of incident and which, by the time the image was taken, was fast becoming obsolete. Nevertheless, it still had an honesty of design and an elegance of purpose which had served it well and makes for memories to be remembered.
On January 27th, 1917, the wooden brigantine WATERWITCH, on voyage from Garston to Fowey, was wrecked at the entrance of Newlyn Harbour.
 Read more at wrecksite: https://wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?207177






image6.jpeg




image7.png
EXPRESS. FRIDAY: OCTOBER 8. 1920.




image8.png
D, vary eury guie whick
auring Suity ' Lures of ‘small bome
e e i
e S ™ "™ s
01 Vewl “Wakerwich whith waa
R Salor et iy e
Whitahon.

i

i





image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.png
[FEBRUARY 27, 1937




image16.png
[ Shdh il .

FORLORN AND NEGLECTED—THOUGH ONCE ALMOST A C
The Walerwitch, survivor of the barquentines, is to-day lying idle
but she is still good for many years service if only freight could b
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the "Waterwitch" in Tregaskes shipyard in 1919, after being refloated and
salvaged in Newlyn, the repairs took 9 long months.
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Barquentine

“Waterwitch,” of Fowey

By ARTHUR BRADBURY

HE barquentine Waterwitch is the
last vessel so rigged, sailing
under the Red Ensign. She is 206
tons gross, 170 net. Built in 1871 by
Meadus, of Poole. Length, 1127;
beam 25’ 8” ; depth, 12’ 8”.

Up to a few months ago there were
two other barquentines trading around
the coasts, the Hilda and the Francis
and Jane. The Hilda was sunk in
collision with the steam trawler Kudos
off Hartlepool on December 10th,
1930, The Francis and Jane is laid
up at Fowey.

The Waterwitch is commanded by
Captain C. H. Deacon, a Cornishman.
Famed as a hard driver, he gets to
sea at the first opportunity, and stays
there, and has made some wonderfully
fine passages in his vessel.

The Waterwitch, being a fine sailer,
with a fresh wind on the quarter, can
pass the average steam coaster. A
few weeks ago she made a fine run
from Plymouth to Goole in 48 hours.

It is said that her oak timbers were
made from wood taken from an old
wooden battleship, rigged as a barquen-
tine. She carries on the foremast a
fore course, lower and upper topsails
and topgallant sail, flying jib, inner
jib, middle jib and drummer. On the
main mast is the fore and aft mainsail,
and gaff topsail and three staysails.
On the mizzen mast the mizzen and
mizzen topsail. Forward is the old-
fashioned windlass and the fo'cs’le
scuttle, then comes the fore hatch,
foremast, and abaft the foremast is
the galley, which is divided in half
to take the motor winch; abaft
this is the main hatch with the long-
boat on chocks; a smaller boat is
carried on the after-hatch; on the
low poop-deck is the cabin companion-
way, skylight and wheelhouse, The
fo’cs’le boasts of four swing cots,
canvas stretched on iron frames.
There is a coal fire, and it is usually
snug and comfortable, except when

The Barquentine Waterwitch **
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she is bucking into a big head sea, then

‘things become somewhat moist. The
cabin aft also has a coal-burning stove.
The mates’ cabin is at the foot of the
companion-way ; the masters’ leads
off the cabin. There are also two
small bunks—one. on either side of
the cabin—Ilocker-like affairs, into
-which one has to climb, and lie
diagonally if you are anywhere
near 6’. I berthed in one of these,
when on the two trips I made in the
Waterwitch.

On my first trip I joined the vessel
at Fowey. Having bought a donkey’s
breakfast—(sailor’s  mattress) for
2s. 11d., I went aboard. The crew

Capt. Deacon at the weel

were busily washing her down. The
vessel seemed a mass of clay from
truck to deck, the clay dust having
blown into the wet rigging. We were
bound from Fowey to Newcastle with
china clay. The crew consists of the
master, the mate (Jim), who signed
on as bos’un, ““ Bert "’ (an able seaman)
and three young men, holding masters’
tickets in steam, putting in twelve
months in square rig to qualify for
the Trinity House Pilot Service.
These “ embryo ™ pilots sign on as
the mates. This re-shuffling is neces-
sary, on account of the scarcity of
square-rigged vessels on which training
can be obtained.

The easterly gale blew itself out, and
the old man was eager to get under
weigh, as a Danish schooner, the
Marie, had left four hours previously,

Ships and Ship Models
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bound to the East’ard. We were
given a pluck-out by a local tug;
we soon got .the canvas on her, and
a course was set East by South.

It was wonderful to watch how the
old vessel ghosts along under a light
breeze. The watches were picked and
everyone settled down. Dinner was
at 12, tea at 5, breakfast at 8, hot
cocoa at eight bells (midnight), when
the watch was changed.

The first night out was perfect, very
clear and calm, the stars came out
and the moon rose. The square sails
made a velvety black silhouette
against the eastern sky, the gear in
the rigging creaked in a thousand
different ways, and the sails idly
flapped ; a heavy dew fell, and every-
thing aloft and below  became wet.
Aboard a sailing vessel at night
time, things seem different somehow.
Ghostly shapes appear in the form of
shadows, cast by the sails and rigging
that flit across the deck.

Next day was bright and clear, and
at 2 p.m. a sail was sighted ahead,
which turned out to be the Marie ;
we were overhauling her fast, and the
old man seemed pleased with himself.
At about this time we ran through a
fleet of Brixham trawlers. We passed
the Dane next morning, about 11 a.m.,
gave her the weather report, and at
about 6 a.m. that night she was out
of sight astern. Two small finches
flew aboard in the first dog watch—
one landed on the jib-boom stay.

The weather came on thick with
fog, and the fog-horn was kept going.
The watch below slept in their cl_(éﬂm.
There were steamers all around us,
and the fog was so thick that we could
hardly see the length of the vessel.
One steamer approached us, stopped
her engines, gave three blasts, and
crossed our bow. The old man gave
the order to swing the yards and put
the vessel aback, which took some of
the weigh off her. The steamer
loomed up through the fog and seemed
right on the top of us—a German, the
Ugo Ferdinand—]I read the name on
she started her engines
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and sheared off to starboard. The
fog lifted about 4 a.m., and breeze
came from the Sou’-West course,
set N.N.E.

On Sunday, April 18th, the wind
freshened, and all hands were called
at 2 am. to take in the foresail; up
aloft one’s hands became cold, and
the wind and hail seemed to cut right
through you. The wind was freshen-
ing, with a falling glass. The ship
was pitching badly; the fore top-
gallant sail was clewed up and made
fast, outer jib and main topmast
staysail taken in, and we were some-
where off the Norfolk coast. At
9 a.m. next morning a Grimsby
trawler came alongside and offered to
tow us into Bridlington, and said a
gale was expected from the S.E.,
which would have put us on a lee
shore. We tacked ship again and
again, until our arms ached, and beat
up to Flamborough Head for shelter,
and dropped anchor. All sail was
stowed and the vessel rolled badly.
A strong gale was blowing, and a

Ships and Ship Models

May, 1932

Lloyd’s agent advised the crew to
leave her. But the old vessel hung
on for four days. There was some
doubt whether her two anchors would
hold. A Yorkshire cobbleman came
off with fresh fish and newspapers.
Eventually, the wind eased up, the
anchors were got up, sails loosened,
and we were once more on our way.
Newcastle was reached without
further incident.

The second trip I made was one
from Runcorn to Falmouth, during
the early part of 1931. The passage
took two weeks, much time being
spent windbound in the Mersey River
and at Holly Head. But this is
another story. When we struck a
strong north-westerly gale, the foc’sle
was flooded out and pumps had to be
kept going half an hour out of every
hour, and the galley was washed out.
The *““old man” was at the wheel
for 12 hours without a break—a
wonderful seaman, a survival of a
nearly extinct class of seamen of the
days of wooden ships and iron men.

53

Drawing by]

The “ Waterwitch ** taking a tow

[Arthur Bradbury
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T Laws: Gt —Tho brig Waterwiteh, of and
for Portemwonth, from Sunderland, ladon with coals,
airived into harbour yesterday. Her captuin reports
that during the heavy eale which raged on Friday
she lont ane mao overboard And two others of hev
erew were injured.  The vessels bulwarks on both
siden are wtove iv, and she has lost hier boats wad
deckliouss. The Germmn vessel Tphigeis, from
Humburg for Batavia, dava, with 2 general gargo,
fut into Spithead yeioniuny. Hor mato was
severoly injured by a fall dozing the galo on Friday,
Lt tho damages sustained by the yoweel aro siight.
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WATERWITOR.—ermesth, June 22.—Woter-
witch acrived hers yesterday, baving becn fa collision
with a steamer.

WATERWITCR. — Yermouth, Jooe 2. —The
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WATERWITCH.—Sc/uy, Jau. 2, 5 18 pm.—
Waterwitch, coal lndea. grounded ove mile SSW Selsey
Bill Ga.m. ; foated at3 p.on., proceedivg to Portamouth.
amisted by tug.

—————  Litkhawptos, Jan. 3, 8 11
Yessel previously stranded at the Mizon was the
Waterwitoh, of Portauouth, coals, from Hartlepool for
Portsmouth, Was towed off yesterday afternoon by

the toghoat Jumua and prosseded west, evidently for
Portsmouth. \
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WATERWITCH. — Portsnonth, Jan. 4. — The
‘brigantine Waterwiteh, from Hartlepool, for this port,
‘with coal, was towed ia here from Spithead, yesterdsy
afternoon, naking a little water, baving been sground
on the Mizon.—Ree lasoe of Jan. 3.]
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SHIP IN DANGER.
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Bridlington.

Ths woen wany- i shlirien
Beiditon Bay durv the weskoms, and
e of 1o smalietsth rigantios Woters
Tk, e o Conmht ek e
T vuch 8 dangarous poiion Ll hee coew
gt

“Rhout 8 adock on Saturdsy moraiog
signal was read by the harbour master
Uhn riggiog of he beigantine thet &
e e e et
s 1 v o Yok,

S ot v
-t S
S i e
3 e e

Aboat. woon & second signal was read
from the brigantine,
baat, and. in face of ‘the
esinied of ‘the vessel drifting in tho event
o' feared chaugs of wind ar an incrouo
in Tho ale, the cre decided o teava the
‘rendy trimmed the thi
hat Luter o thee might
I aie to retarn.  The men wers well
cursd for and the gale shated yesterdsy
and they retura o their Ahip.
Slorn damuge v

T o pevsonai Dorind.

uriue e i ok ) o Ketopiny &
il b o et ot Ry
Srer: Ona. of the: i fel unon

“ken fo tho

Tafiemary.





image56.png
THE JOURNAL OF COMMERCE MONDAY APRIL 21 1930




image57.png




image58.png
THE EVENING NEWS, SATURDAY, JULY 30, 1938.





image59.png
The Waterwitch

Sir—During the year of 184 T was
serving as an ordinary seaman on board
the barquentine Navigator, beloaging.
the Chichester Ges Company, and it
during the summer of that year that the
£if of the Waterwitch was changed from
brig to barquentine. The work was done
at Seaham Harbour. The Waterwiteh's
main yards were shifted to the foremast,
and the firm sent men on board of the

igator to take the mecessary
measurements for the new main and
mizzen masts for the Waterwitch, and
the work was done over two or three
rorages. and she 8 one o bwo voreges
as & brigustine—Yours, e

George.

2, Weston Avenue,
Milton,

1s
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The Wat
witch rrived in ‘Preston Dock In June
with china clay from Fowsy.





image3.jpeg




image65.png
THE WESTERN MORNING NEWS AND DAILY GAZETTE, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 1936,




image66.png
Ship Modeis.
A BEAUTIFUL Litte modsl of the Water.
witeh, of Fowey, WhIch 1 e of (ha In
Eriist square-sigsed sailing vessols, 13 o
VIR &t an exMibition being held ¢ e Graves:
e County School far Hoys, nane London
1 has Daen arnged by th Gravesend bresets
of the Navy Leagie. 5 showthe pemtution o
nhval wodsnercuntile” ahipe. - and i hes

slrvady beon vislted by hundreds of London
b o




image67.png
THE WESTERN MORNING NEWS AND DAILY GAZETTE, TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 1938





image68.png
CORRESPONDENCE A SIGHT TO CHEER A SAILOR'S HEART

Letters 15 the Edltor cannot de con-

be briel

Another Witch
Tre

The in

anly ship of hee etass now fying the British
ing. The photograph s by Mr. Graham Gullick,





image69.png
'RELIC OF DAY
| OF SAILS

| Humble Sister Of
. Cautty Sark |

LITTLE SHIP LAID UP |
: AT PAR |

| THE_Cutty Sark has been fowed |
away 40 her last berth umid 3

pinee of publicliy, and the watere of

Falmouth Harbotr will o lon

| reflect her dhiapely null and t 3

spars.
“er dopartue s sroused _frewn|
nterest n e tunt dlsappeating sailing-
ship, yet baw Fany ‘people are awire
1int tn be little Cornlih port of Par lies
the last Engiish wuars.rigeed ship to|
| be empaged (% active trading: |
| “A very bumble little sister of tbe
Cutly Stk he @ the barquentioe|
Waterwite. of Fowes,  For years the
| trainped pround e Coust with oAl and
chinn elay. MaEned farasly by candi-
 Gates tor e Trinlty House pllotage, why
{bad 1o senve fer waive moanths in %
| vauare-rager
| "She was bulkt at Pooie, Dorset, aad
war Juiinehed only thee vears after the
Catty Serk It {6 waidt tbat some of her
| sturdy oak timbers came from oge of |
| Neison's tatlieshivs sod are naw nearly |
30 ynrs ol
: ONE OF THE “pRUITERS: |
| Her ronr bu been % varied ome.
| Orléiaaliy #be was sou of the funous |
“iraften Who' riced back from the
Asores with orsnges for the English
market. I those Aayy ahe was clgied |
a brig, carried a large erew, aod et |
Stodding-smils But even with {hese aids
o hee miliag pows ‘eauld not com.
s ete with Ahe- tearbs IhAE were In-

| vading the vens i Bumbers,
Jand | 1805 she war re-rigged @ a
| barquantine 304 became & coacial olller

T 5 quirtesol a centary she

| “Fiien tor
| b har way i o0 ot of tae Fart
| cnass conl s tradlng mesty o Porta-
PRGUEE Shcy” She Was Dwnod





image70.png
Stw first come into Westcountty ownier-
atip In 1041 Duzing the war the was
caugt in 4 gae Ib Mouats Bay, and
‘while making for Newlsn to sheler, wi
Yo badls: damaged (RL sha wank In the
barbout
| She way eventunlly ralred, pached up
a0d ‘towed round to Par. where the was
extensively repuized  Fer new (o nor
was Mr. £ Steahens. of Fowey, who
fafnily nad owned 3 fleat of ltte
sehoaners famous. In W trade o New.
Taundiaca

ST AUSTELL CAPTATY,

o July, 101, the Waterwitch once
mae put to sex fa e charge of Capt |
Charies Deacon, who, SSTmuried ber for
the next 16 senrs

Capt. Deacon, who 1vod ay St Austel,|
died 1o 1935, 4t tho e of T3, havin
1pet 38 sears a1 sed %58 buen 40 yeury
in commund of variat ship 1t was hix
boast that e hud never lowt  vomiel by
accidest. havgh tWo OF b commands
were sunk by Gemnan  sqmariner
during the. war- ‘

Few ol Uiose whw Knew il wilf
seadlly forget Capt. DERCon. A teetotaller
wnd non-smoker. with Bis kindly, bronsed |
fuce, wnd. g0ld eAr-rmEs. he was of &
tpe thet, ke the e e 3
\h rapidly passing from the sear. |

To him sieamers weRe merely * sieam.

e Cont Dessan
S Cupt o Weterwiicn
fraded 1o afd 150 Cos

Het carver these svars was not
iy St
Sound, teom, Taodon lo, Avendeen, ihe|
Vs B e Kot
o, o et eed, ik et talf|
Fill of water with bec carko of cement
Ffned.  Onoe of 1WCE ¥ was aban-
doned by ‘her coww Whez sheltering i
Wemmr il B U




image71.png
Eventunlly she settled down into a
0re of It (eRUIRE TUN 1 Falmoith
with goal for the gaIworks

Jo e paimy davd el ber soutn e
Tiad yeen. the clippers W they itiil riced
fome with neiF ATROSS of China fea In
the svort ares aons of e Chincal. s

hod met the WFEYIRR wool-cllppers, ard
the creat barauies A8 hipe waliowing
home with (heIf EBEERes of Grain and
Hitrate froin the otbws side of i world
LAST RELIC OF GREAT rma.
Her bje sistéts pamed uae by ooe. to
e repiacod by sieamers, but il tho
Waterwiich pioddes NEr was' around e
o, it W iy 488 e, e
\arque Diego crashed {ath an obecure
e the lolan Opra and e e
ditle Darquentiae the U5t square.rigged
ship trading under the Red Enaign
IR wan a strge (ol that et nla
bl titie Fralt ws e last cirviving
telic of « greal ers {5 neuticsl hisiory,
But_ even ber active das were rum
bered | Capt Deacon telisauihed the
command i Jmary, (995, and wu
suceeeded by Capt R B. Carsivick, who
Fod ailed i het for ATy gears A8

sble eaman.

Bt modern conditons were ail against
e au a3 vea 1ater shy was fuid up
st Par

“There she his beEn ourr vince, grow-
g vieadily mare disleveiiod nd .
Kempt. ter yatds Wl hwey, and her
vliging wnd fll uncared fori a pitital
%nd oz a fize littie ARIR





image72.jpeg




image73.png




image74.png
THE OLD DAYs.
o e callant o aiing

o bring vt e o dags. T
witch,  amther  foumoe Ao e
it i T

e e
Kutie, ift

arierar:

i, 5 piasant exeeptin
s et o, 3

hina iy S 1he

Wt i 1

gl 1 o, fine day sewin:

Tl i “The topad
Vi Teat





image4.png




image75.jpeg




image76.png
THE CORNISHMAN AND CORNISH TELEGRAPH. THURSDAY. APRIL 27, 1939.





image77.png
LAST SOUARE RIEGER

A NEWLYN INGIDENT REGALLED.

i« wmgltty dm oneb  tiln raeet
. of ottt He ot
e e A e S o) s
e Hania A tho  laraenting,
Aieu L bt cacy e s
o eore. Tior wto s

aburd e it

il s dipomd oW of B, Auvyat
Bay on the ebl i Boni) for tiie
Aot 0f_Kscottin, By,

T e e W

et

o o -‘nu?n’“‘“ auddiug out

it wer giad 4o lonn thad the

Whereich e sont ot b i
breaked's " Yasi:

‘é" e ol s

e Ty o e
s "y o 4
s ol wootey = 1
e U o bagse SHATLE





image78.png
THE YORKSHIRE EVENING POST, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 39, 1890
e e




image79.png




image80.jpeg




image81.jpeg




image82.jpeg




image83.png




image5.png
NEWLY HARBOUR.

BARQUENTINE AND CARGO OF COALS
FOR SALE,

. EDSAR MORRISH hae boen instruy

by the NEWLYN PIER and HAR R
COMMISSIONERS _to offer - for SALB BY
ATICTION at the FARBOUR BOARD ROOM,
NEWLYN, on SA"I;U%DA\', 2th May, 1917,

at ‘P! 0.0

the BAR%UEN’HNE, "TFWATEBWITCH." of
Portsmouth. fogether with MASTS, CHAIN
CABLE TWO VALUABLE PU and

OTHANR (GEAR, d of
PEMBERTON ni(ﬁn COALS, at
From to 500 Bems.

’m-vulmdc-*o,rmdgnmdm
the fairway of the Harbonr, wnere they were
submerged at Inﬁh water, have now been takem
lnm:r,:p the srlnu.‘ud will be hlg and

a w witier durin, uﬁ‘.'m

dr’!\m ~vessél, which _nn&n‘lnm considerable re.

ire before proceeding on her last voyage, will
ho offered, together with her masta ‘gear and
cargo, either together or in lots, as may be
arranged mt the time of wdle. $Eg

For further varticulars and _conditions ef
sale apply to the AUCTIONEER, Tolearne,
Nowlyn, Pengance, or the undersigned,

H. H. PEZZACK,
Clerk to the Newlyn Pier and Harbour
Commissioners,
Pieblic Bulldings, Penzance.
DNated 1548 May 1917, 0766




