
BUILDER :-  NICHOLAS BUTSON/ NICHOLAS JNR AND JOSEPH 1839-1875 

Vessel Name Official 
Number 

Signal 
letters 

Rig /Type  Where 
built 

Year 
built 

Year 
end 

reg 
tons 

Owners and Managers Notes 

GALLANT 18383 MLPK schooner Polruan 1839 189
0 

110 registered in Fowey 17th 
August 1839.1870 The 
Trustees of the estate of 
J.T.Treffry,Fowey 1880 
Samuel Moss, Par 1885 
Simon TruscottBoscundle, 
St.Austell 

LOA 70.5 X 20.7 X 10.3FT 
launched19th July 1839.  
1st February 1873 on 
entering Penzance harbour 
in severe conditions 
suffered damage .Carrying 
a cargo of coal she got to 
far east but a hawser was 
got onto a capstan and she 
was manoeuvred to safety 
but striking the albert quay. 
Having sailed from Cardiff 
on 4th October 1878 she 
ran into severe weather off 
Lands End .She was 
carrying coal for Par. Off 
the Long ships she suffered 
damage to rigging and sails 
and the captain was forced 
to run up the north 
Cornwall coast. Leaking 
she was towed into 
Ilfracombe by the tug 
Victoria. 15th February 
1882 was in collision with 
the Neptune near 
Gravesend. damage 
unknown. Wrecked on 3rd 
November 1886 off Thorpe 
Ness on Suffolk coast. 2 



lifeboats recued crew of 
seven  

MODEL 11445 KSPW schooner Fowey 1840 191
2 

59 Registered in Fowey 13th 
September 1851. 1868 
James H.Merideth,Fowey 
1879 Joseph T.Treffry, Par, 
1875 Richard Tregaskis, Par 
1890 John Hooper, 
Appledore Devon,1904 John 
Taylor, Appledore (MO)  1907 
Arthur B. Cooke ,Appledore, 
Devon (MO)  

LOA 57.3 x 16.8 x 8.3 ft 
registered in Fowey 1851 
nos 7 .27th November 1854 
whilst being towed into 
Sheilds in thick weather 
went aground and 
remained there until the 
tide made and part of cargo 
discharged. . on 20th 
February 1877 she put into 
Ramsgate having collided 
with the schooner Lotus. 
she was on passage from 
Bristol for London. On 27th 
February 1882 she was 
ashore high and dry at 
Maplin Sand with a cargo of 
stone. On 21st January 



1895 arrived in Bideford 
having been in collision 
with the ketch Sir Francis 
Drake of Barnstable. Lost 
near Bideford bar whilst on 
passage in ballast from 
Appledore to Lydney. Crew 
of 3 saved .register closed 
1912 

SALINA 
  

schooner 
 

1841 
    

ALERT 11411 KSMQ 3 masted 
schooner 

Polruan 1842 189
1 

67 registered in Fowey 21st May 
1842.1842 J.Salt. 1849 
Carnall. 1868 John 
Dyer,slade  Polruan 1880 
Charles Lobb, Mount 
Charles, St.Austell then 
Pentewan 

LOA 61.8 x 18.7 x 9.5 Iron 
Bolts .Square stern. 13th 
December 1881 ran 
aground on rocks off Looe 
on passage from 
Southampton to Newport 
with cargo of Pitwood. She 
berthed in Mevagissey 
leaking and with water in 
the hold. converted to a 
hulk 1891 

JOHN WESLEY 14120 LKTJ schooner Polruan 1848 187
4 

75 registered in Fowey 4th July 
1848.1860 J.Carnell .1870 
G.Bawden, Penzance 1874 
Robert Morton St.Ives 

 1868 Registered in 
Penzance on Friday 25th 
November 1860 having left 
Penzance bound for Wales 
when near Lands End she 
was becalmed and went 
aground on rocks near the 
Runnel Stones. Latter she 



was got of and taken back 
to Penzance.26th April 
1872 went ashore at gun 
point battery ,Padstow 
1873 registered in St. Ives. 
not registered after 1874.  

AMELIA 11503 
 

Lugger  polruan 1849 187
1 

17/2
2 

registered in Fowey 17th 
sept 1855 

registered in Plymouth in 
1860. broken up 30th 
March 1871. 

WILLIAM 
MORGAN DAVIES 

  
schooner 

 
1857 

    



THOMAS AYLAN 20600 NBTH / 
MQLC 

schooner Polruan 1860 193
7 

115 registered in Fowey 2nd May 
1860 1866 John 
S.Salt,Polruan 1875 Thomas 
Halls Knight,Lostwithiel. 
1891 William Taylor, Looe/ 
George H.Bate Polruan.  
1896 William Robert Allen, 
Watchet.(MO) 1910 Thomas 
Halls Knight, Lostwithiel, 
1915 Albert Allen, West 
Monkton, Taunton.(MO) 
1920 Richard Able & sons 
Ltd,7 & 9 James St. 
Liverpool. 

LOA 85' x 21.6 x 11.7ft . 
launched on 21st April 
1860  12th may 1861 on 
25th January 1868 in 
Londonderry she drove 
athwart the Janet Houston 
of Glasgow and they both 
suffered severe damage. 
She had been bound for 
Newport. reported that the 
vessel was at Gibraltar 
outward bound from 
Cardiff for Tarronga, New 
Zealand. 19th February 
1877 aground on Peverill 
Ledge near Swanage. 
refloated leaking badly.  
She proceeded to Cowes. 
She had been on passage 
from Sunderland to St. 
Malo with cargo of coal. 7th 
October 1889 was caught 
in a gale  off Holyhead. Her 
sails had been blown away 
.a tug managed to tow her 
into harbour.    23rd 
December 1889 was sold 
at Auction by order of the 
Admiralty Marshall  In the 
ship inn, Fowey.She had 
been redecked in1876.  
William Comben Longstaff 
was born in June 1896 at 
Lambeth. After leaving the 
army in 1918, he bought a 



small schooner THOMAS 
AYLAN but it sold 9 months 
later. He joined with ex 
Army friend Laurence 
Richards and formed a 
company Richards, 
Longstaff & Co Ltd. last 
registered in 1937 sold for 
breaking up 

REBECCA 44891 VBCQ schooner Polruan 1862 189
9 

78 registered in Fowey 14th 
April 1862. John Clements 
Junr, West Looe 1890 Thos. 
Halls Knight, Lostwithiel 

LoA 80 x 19 x 10.5 ft 
Launched on Saturday 15th 
February 1862 .On 25th 
February 1885 put into 
Penzance disabled after 
being in collision with 
schooner Joseph of 
Penzance off Lands 
End.not registered in 1899 



BESSIE 44899 VBDH Schooner Polruan 1863 187
2 

152 Registered in Fowey 7th 
November 1863.1864 Moss 
and co. 1868 John Rickards 
,Sheviock,Cornwall 

LOA 99.5 x 22 x 12ft . 
launched 26th August 1863 
for foreign trade. 11th 
January 1872 went aground 
on the Goodwins on 
passage from Antwerp for 
Bristol with cargo of 220 
tons beetroot sugar. Crew 
took to their boat and got 
onto the North Sand Head 
Light vessel. They were 
later landed in Broadstairs. 
The derrilick vessel floated 
of and was towed to Calais 
. she was bought by Thos 
Ellis Poole of Hayle in 1874 
then registered in Plymouth 
in 1875. In 1855 ownership 
changed T E POOL & SON 
of Hayle  and then to to 
David W.Bain of Portreath. 
not registered in 1889 



RIPPLING WAVE 58296 JGSV schooner Bodinni
ck 

1869 190
7 

117 Registered in Fowey 25th 
May 1869. Thomas Halls 
Knight, Lostwithiel 1889 
Edward Rillston, Fowey (MO) 
1897 Inkerman Tregaskis, 
Par (MO) 

LA 89.6 x 22.8 x 11.5 ft. 
Launched 27th March 
1869.Christened by miss 
M.Knight of Lostwithiel 
daughter of the owner. 6th 
October 1868 she put into 
Ramsgate with a cargo of 
manure which had 
overheated so much that 
the crew could not stay on 
board. On passage from 
London to Genoa she put 
into Fowey with damaged 
sails on 20th October 1876. 
She arrived in Fowey on 
14th October 1878 having 
experience bad weather on 
the 1st October when the 
Captain was washed 
overboard and drowned. he 
left a widow and nine 
children. On 3rd January 
1879 she suffered damage 
off the Lizard carrying away 
fore topmast and jib boom 
and she put back to Fowey 
having been on passage to 
Runcorn. Mr E.Hill sold his 
37/64th shares in the 
vessel at the King of Prussia 
on 23rd May 1887. She left 
Gibraltar on 26th 
November 1887 having 
gone in for repairs to sails 
lost when 150 mile west of 



Cette on passage from 
Cette to Rio Grande. On 1st 
November 1888 the vessel 
landed the master and 
crew of the Dutch vessel 
Dina which was on passage 
from Tobago to Falmouth 
and had been abandoned 
after heavy weather had 
flooded her. the crew were 
in their boat for five days.  
17th January 1898 on 
passage from Amble to 
Rochester was stranded at 
Kettleness Point in fog. 
Vessel full of water. 5th 
March 1907 wrecked on the 
Irish coast in dense fog  at  
South Rock, Cloughey Bay, 
County Down . Crew all 
ashore in ships boat. She 
had been on passage from 
Par to Glasgow with cargo 
of clay and stone. Crew 
abandoned ship in their 
own boat and were picked 
up by steamer Retriever 
and landed at Ayr.  



GEM 63967 KPHJ  Brigantine  Bodinni
ck 

1871 191
2 

164 registered 23rd September 
1871. 1871 Capt. William 
Smith,Polruan 1882  Mrs 
Mary Hayes, Polruan 1896 
John Edward Hocking, 
Polruan(MO) 1897 Jas 
Cottew,3 Conaught 
Buildings,Wotton,Gloucester
shire   1909 Warford 
J.Hamlon managing owner 
,Gloucester. 

102.6 FT LOA x 22.5 x 
12.9ft. Launched 18th July 
1871 traded to West Indies. 
4 shares sold at auction in 
Cardiff, on 10th July 1878. 
On 15th January 1899 
dragged her anchor at 
Yarmouth and stranded 3/4 
mile east of pier.  Arrived in 
Dublin from London with 
cargo in leaking condition 
on 2nd April 1899. 1904 on 
Gloucester register Chas 
Cottew, Gloucester. . Not 
registered after 1912. 

THETIS 63972 MPHQ Schooner Polruan 
Brazen 
Island 

1873 187
7 

173 Registered 13th May 1873. 
Thomas Pearce,Trenovissick, 
St. Blazey and Capt Beale. 

LOA 103.9 x 23.6 x 
12ft.Launched on 15th 
March 1873 and christened 
by Miss Pearce of 
Trenovissick, Par Station. 
she was built for the 
Mediterranean trade. She 
was stranded on coast of 
Sardinia at Aquebella  .she 
was on passage to 
Palermo. Crew were saved. 
Total loss in 20th February  
1877 



UNDINE 69850 NVGR clipper 
Brigantine  

           
Brazen  
Island, 
Polruan 

1875 191
7 

174 registered in Fowey13th May 
1875 Thomas H. Knight, 
Lostwithiel Thomas Sherwill, 
Lostwithiel.1890 Thomas 
Knight, Lostwithiel. (MO) 
1894 A.Nichols Whitstable  

LOA 104.1 x 24 x 13.2ft 
launched 2nd April 1875 
and christened by Miss 
Hicks the niece of her 
master. Had new decks in 
1893.  March 1894 put up 
for sale by auction in 
Fowey. 1894 Transferred to 
Faversham register. She 
was run down by steamer 
EMLYN off Flamborough 
Head 1917. crew of 6 
saved. register closed 1917 

 


