The History
of the tug
Pendennick

DENNICK

Built
Previous name:- Dunelm

Service in Fowey



Name of Vessel

. Pendennick
In FOWeV Call sign GOHY

Previous Names Dunelm

Built as tfor&rantelFenwiek Tymé & Wear Co Ltd. She was launched on 9" July 1964
and completed in November 1964 by Richard Dunston (Hessle) Ltd with a yard number 812 and

registered at Lloyds on 17" November )X(100A1

Sideways Launching of Dunhelm in Hessle on the
Humber near the road bridge on 9th July 1964

Dunelm in being fitted out at the
Hessle yard on the Humber




Dunelm with the France
Fenwick funnel

Blue and white stripped
with anchor on it.

m.v.Oratava 8 Nov 1967 with tug Whitburn
Photo Steve



4™ Feb 1968 launch of m.v.Wyrie Towing m.v.Kosmaj with Northsider Nov.1977
photo Alan Hayward

Towing Jade Il the 118" SD14 at Austin and
Pickersgill on15th May 1980
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The Dunelm was one of the tugs serving the port of Sunderland when it was in it& hey day both for
exports of coal and shipbuilding and repair . The port at this time was often described as the
Greatest ship building town in the world.

The Dunelm attended the launching of almostallt he 126 SD14 06 sandlduachedimter e b
the River Wear and the sea. Tugs on the Wear were kept very busy during the period Dunelm

served the port .One of her first jobs was to act as relief for the tenders to the first oil rig into the

North Sea AMr Capo some 220 miles off Sunderl and

Launch Orando Bridge Nov 1971 Tenchbank Oct 1979 with tug Whitburn
Dunelm steaming down port side Photo Andrew Frost



Standing bye to take bow as Tugs Prestwick
and Marsden tow NOISIRA LIN from Pallion
on Wearside

Towing the RIVERBANK From the
Pallion in May built by Sunderland
ship builders




Dunelm tows the first Ship to be built in the new covered Pallion in
May 1976. The dock was flooded and then the tugs were able to
tow the 16300 DWT CEDARBANK when the in the
dock

12 September 1977 from Doxfords Tied up in Sunderland dock

Laid up in the South Dock in Sunderland



February 1985 »
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Guiding m.v.Ayubiain 1981. A SD18. with Westsider
photo A.Frost

With Holmsider m.v. Fayroux IV 1984
Photos Jim Field



May 1985 with Holmsider escorting m.v.Milta in from trials

e ema

white Upperworks

In drydock in Sunderland Laid up in the South Dock



End of Another Era

No history of Wear shipbuilding can overlook
the vital part played by the tugboats.

These river workhorses were on hand at
launches to tow and guide their massive steel
charges to new berths for outfitting.

But the age of the Wear tugboat men ended in
the summer of 1590 when the last group of six was
made redundant.

The loss of the coal trade at the Port of
Sunderland at the end of 1986, after 600 years,
and the death of shipbuilding, meant the end of a
long tradition.

At one time there were many tugs operating on
the Wear. But by the mid-1980s the number of
men working on them had been dramatically cut.

In 1985 they employed 27 men, but the
following year the figure was down to eleven and
two of the four remaining tugs had been laid up.

South Shields-based Tyne and Wear Tugs,
operating the vessels, said it would be sending a
tug from the Tyne each week for duties on the
Wear on a rota system.

A company spokesman said in August 1990:
“Economic factors meant we had to make the six
men redundant on the Wear. It is very sad.

“But it all boils down to a decline in activity on
the river. The loss of the coal trade and the end of
shipbuilding meant there just was not enough
work.”

Sophisticated control systems on ships had also
led to a decreased use of tugs over the preceding 25
years.

Skipper of the tug Wearsider, Jim Dobson (right) and
mate Ivor Swinhoe, pictured pondering an uncertain
future in December 1986 when it was learned that
coal shipments from the Port of Sunderland would
cease.

Dunelm alongside Westsider in Sunderland wet dock In 1988 in Lawson Batey colours
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Ships Lifeboat was stored ashore
at F HCOat Brdzen Island
Polruan whilst in Fowey but back
on board for departure

This North Shields company flew a white triangular
pennant with a diagonally placed blue anchor. the
livery created when her last owners France, Fenwick
took over the Anchor Steam Tug Company in 1920.
North Shields tug-owning partnership of John
Anderson (1836-1919) and Robert Chater in detail
from ¢.1867 and it was converted into a limited
liability company - the Anchor company - in North
Shields on May 25 1903



http://fotw.fivestarflags.com/images/g/gb~anst.jpg

The France Fenwick
previously Anchor
Tugs funnel and
House flag together
with a advert for their
services

. ANCHOR 'rucs

for Tyne Wear and Coastal Towags

. ' ~ TELEGRAMS:@ “ANCHOR’ SOUTH SHIELDS. “ERA ST AN
S _  TELEPHONES: NEWCASTLE 22375, SUNDE
TELEPHONE (NJGHT SERVICE): SOUTH SHIELDS 661, SUNDERL)

TYNE FRANCE FENWICK TYNE AND WEAR O LTI
v TUGS P 3




Lawson Batey funnel
and house flag

And original company
header

Dunelm Arriving in Fowey on 18" March 1988.Capt. Sutherland Harbour Master



John Burgess, Nathan Perkin, Ken Porter Alfie Crowle tending stern line slipping
and engineer Fran Crapp for 1% time



shortly after arrival

Acting as t he fdrwagthd As drag tug through narrows between
ship is towed stern first back to berth Bodinnick and Caffa Mill just north of car
ferry




Moving a 2 tug size ship at low water north Approaching Bodinnick Towing the
of Pottery Corner towards Caffa Mill m.v. Katrin

Maneuvering the cargo Ship
m.v. Tistadal on to No 4 jetty
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On the Harbour Commissioners slipway At Brazen Island, Polruan
ready for launching after slipping maintenance
At the bottom of the slipway waiting for the tide to make to refloat.
FHC workboat moored on sea wall.



Turning the single tug ship m.v. GUNDEM 2 Bow tug in swing ground
in the lower harbour swing ground off town quay

Turning the Cruise Liner m.v Silver Wind Assistingber t hing the crui e |
prior to sailing




Going alongside the m.v.

Clrbauryenttancesecur e f or o6d

Turning in the harbour mouth having Pendennick passing Treffry on way to meet ship
escorted ship to sea



Leading Tregeagle out




Bridge on the Pendennick steering wheel, Starboard side bridge controls
binnacle and port side engine controls and
steering tiller



Looking down on top of Ruston engine
from door from accommodation

i

Looking down on engine under repair engine stripped dowwn



On moorings in lower harbour with Lantic Bay = Regatta duty with race guns




Making fast as ford tug making fast as stern tug vessel leaving no 8

Waiting outside Punches Cross



