
 
 
 
 

The History 
of the tug 
Trethosa 

 
 

Previous names:- Mona and Fighting Cock 
 
Built:- 1884 by L. Smit and Zoon, Kinderdijk, Holland. YN449 
 
Scrapped:- 1957 Plymouth 
 
Period in Fowey:- 1946– 1949 

 
 
 
 



 

Name of Vessel  
    in Fowey  
 

 
 

Trethosa 

 
Previous Names 
 

                                  
                                 Mona 
                            Fighting Cock 
                                  

 

“Mona”, an iron screw tug, was built in 1884 by L. Smit and Zoon, Kinderdijk, 
Holland. YN449.for W.S.Watkins of London her official Nos. was 89653 and her 
Call sign was  JSRN later became MJBP 

 
 

A 1928 photo of the L. Smit and Zoon yard, Kinderdijk, Holland 
 

       
 
Picture 1and 2 The yard and lay-berth and  Drawing Office Leen Smit and Zoon shipbuilders 



 
 

 
 

Drawings of the “Mona” 
 

She was a steel Screw Tug. Length 97.9'. Beam 19.1'.and  Draft of 11.4'.Her GRT 
was 119t.  
She was probably towed to London as were other Watkins tugs built at the same 
yard and engine was fitted by Charles Burrell & Sons, Thetford, Norfolk. It was a 
80 nhp 300 ihp 2 cylinder compound 20"x40"x24" steam engine. The Boiler was 
L10.0'x11.5'dia. Acquired 1884  
 



                                  
 

Charles Burrell & Sons were builders of steam traction engines, agricultural 
machinery, steam trucks and steam tram engines. The company were based in 
Thetford, Norfolk and operated from the St Nicholas works on Minstergate and St 
Nicholas Street some of which survives today. 
At their height they employed over 350 people and were the largest employer 
within the town. The company became known for producing reliable and good-
looking steam-powered engines which were always built to customers' 
requirements. The company declined after the First World War when internal 
combustion engines started to become a cheaper alternative to steam engines. 
The company finally closed in 1928, with the final engines being built Richard 
Garrett & Sons at Leiston, Suffolk. 
 
Her first job was to tow the “s.s.Niobe” from Le Havre to Glasgow but the engine 
broke down and she and the ship had to be towed into Cherbourg by French 
tugs.She  was then towed to London 
 
The engine was really for a tractor engine and proved costly to operate and didn’t 
generate enough power so she was disposed of in 1885 to Cowes Steam Tug Co., 
for £2300 at a loss. 
 
The following year in 1886 she was sold to Queenstown Screw Tug and Shipping 
Co., Cork.  
 

In 1902 she was sold again this time to William Becket Hill and others trading as 
Liverpool Screw Towing and Lighterage Co Ltd., Liverpool, renamed “Fighting 
Cock.”  Engine completely rebuilt by Laird Bros, at Birkenhead, Liverpool. She 
became a reliable tug after this. 
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Fighting Cock on Top of Mast Head she had a large bronze cockerel weather vane 
 

   
 
                                                                Fighting Cock and Thistle 
 

  
                                                 

Fighting  Cock on the Mersey 

 

In Jan 1906 she was damaged in collision with S.S. May but was soon back in 
service. As was quite often the case with steam tugs and vessels of the time it 
was necessary to re-boiler and rebuild the engine completely by Laird Bros, 
Liverpool. This took place in 1912 and she returned to service the following year 
with 600hp.Throughout her funnel had a slight list to port. 
 
The River Mersey was a busy seaway and in the early 1900’s accidents were 
frequent .The Fighting Cock rescued 50 souls from the sinking s.s.Douglas 
On 12th September 1929 she herself was sunk in River Mersey following collision 
with dredger G. B. Crow belonging to the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board. 
Later she was salved and returned to work. 
 



 

 
Transfer to Fowey 
 
She was sold in 1946 to Toyne, Carter and Co. Ltd., Fowey. She would appear to 
have retained the name until in 1947 being sold to Fowey Tug Co Ltd and 
renamed renamed Trethosa.  
 

   
 

Trethosa on her moorings in Polruan Pool 

 

       
                                                    
                                                                                              The queen passing Trethosa in 1953 
 



     
 

The steering mechanism on the bridge and the machinery in the steering compartment 

 

 
 

Tranfer to Plymouth 
 
In 1949 Trethosa was sold to William J. Reynolds Ltd., tug owners in Torpoint 
Plymouth. She continued to work in that port moving commercial and 
occasionally naval vessels.  
 
Reynolds sold her in 1963 and she was scrapped by Demmelwerk and Redding, 
in Sutton Pool, Plymouth. (Now Sutton harbour) 
 
  



   
 
              Off Plymouth Hoe                                moored off Torpoint 
 

 
 

Off Torpoint 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

VOYAGES OF THE TUG TRETHOSA 

Built Kinderdijk, 
Holland 1884 

London 
1884 to 1885 

Cowes 
1885 to 1886 

Cork 
1886 to 1902 

Liverpool 
1902 to 1946 

Fowey 
1946 to 1949 

Plymouth ,Torpoint 
1949 to 1963 scrapped 



 

Name of Vessel  
    in Fowey  
 

 

 
TRETHOSA 

 

 
Previous Names 

 

                                
Mona 

Fighting Cock. 
 

 
Year Built 
 

 
1884 

 

 
Official 
Number 
Call sign 

 

 
89653 

JSRN later 
MJBP.  

 
G.R.T. 

 
119 

 
Builders 
 

 
L. Smit and Zoon, Kinderdijk, Holland. YN449 

 
 

Dimensions 
 

   
Length 
                    

  
    Beam    

    
    Draft 

 
97’9'  

 
19’1' 

 

11’4' 
 

 
Engines 

 

 
80nhp 300ihp 2cyl 20"x40"x24"s compound 

steam engine by Charles Burrell & Sons, 
Thetford, Norfolk. Boiler L10.0'x11.5'dia. 

 

 
Bollard 

pull 

 

 
Owners Built for  
 

 
William Watkins, London 

 
History Before Coming to Fowey 
 

 
1885 

 
1886 

 
1902 

 
 
 

 
Sold to Cowes Steam Tug Co., for 

£2300 
Sold to Queenstown Screw Tug 

and Shipping Co., Cork. 
Sold to Liverpool Screw Towing 

and Lighterage Co Ltd., 
Liverpool, renamed Fighting 

Cock. 

 
Owners in Fowey 
 

 
1946 

 
1947 

 
Sold to Toyne, Carter and Co. 

Ltd., Fowey 
Sold to Fowey Tug Co Ltd. , 

renamed Trethosa. 
 

 
History on Leaving Fowey 
 
 

 
1949 

 
1963 

 
Sold to William J. Reynolds 

Ltd,PLYMOUTH 
Scrapped by Demmelwerk and 

Redding, Sutton Pool, Plymouth. 
 

 


